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Communications. 


EPIDEMIC, OR ARMY ITCH. 
By L. C. Burier, M.D., 
Of Essex, Vermont. 

Perhaps I cannot better respond to the sented 
of your correspondent in the Reporter for Jan. 
6th, than by sending a copy of the Report made 
tothe Vermont Medical Society, with such emen- 
dations and alterations as may be necessary to 
adapt it to your columns. I was not aware till 
rince the publication of the proceedings of our 
State Society in the Rerorrer, that the disease 
in question was so wide-spread in its ravages. It 
seems to be limited in its circumference only by 
the extent of territory from which recruits were 
sent to and returned from the Union army. It is 
not indigenous to northern soil,-nor is it the 
legitimate offspring of any disease known among 
us. Nor can its history be traced among the 
archives of medicine. The “oldest” physician 
does not recognize it as a “familiar” face, and 
so has little advantage over the younger practi- 
tioner in its diagnosis or treatment. It is no 
respecter of persons. It pays no deference to 
age, sex or condition. Pulpit, forum and bar, 
learned. and unlearned, rich and poor, are all 
alike the objects of its peculiar friendship. It 
rides in @ coach as cosily as it nestles among the 
rags of poverty. It sits as jauntily upon the 
luxurious sofa in silks and satins, as upon the 
hard floor. It sleeps as quietly (?) upon nature’s 
bed and under nature’s broad covering, as upon 
the downy couch and behind damask curtains 
It seems to recognize no known law of incuba- 
tion, progress, or termination. That it is con- 
tagious—highly so—there is no doubt. It is 
somehow communicated from one to another. 
Sometimes from actual contact, and sometimes 
Without; sometimes as rubeola .and scarlatina, 
and sometimes more as an epidemic. Its pro- 
gress is better defined by the intolerable itching 
and scratching it occasions. 

So far as its appearance in these parts is con- 





cerned, it can be tracted almost invariably to 
southern camping grounds, whence it has been 
transplanted by the tramp of armies, and the 
return of our brave boys from the “sacred soil” 
to their various omes. It is not a native “to 
our manor born.” It is an importation, a pecu« 
liar child of southern generation. 

In regard to its nomenclature, possibly the 
persevering student of Goop may find in that 
ctupendous compendium of nosology, and noso- 
logical infinitades, some huge Latin name applied 
to it; but the practitioner who has seen it, and 
treated it, will be far better able to say what it is 
not, than what it is. It defies both nomencla- 
ture and classification.- Taking Netican as our 
standard, it does not belong to the Exanthemata. 
It exhibits no inflammatory tendency. Nor to 
the Pustule; it has no pustules. Nor to the 
Squame, for it produces no secretion of any 
laminated whitish scales on the cutaneous sur- 
face. Nor yet to the Hypertrophe, or Hemor- 
rhagie, or Macule; nor does it belong to the 
Vesicule.. It is not Scabies. In this disease there 
is said to be a delicious satisfaction in hunting 
out and exposing to the full blaze of daylight, the 
ugly crabbed parasite, pathognomonic of it, that 
covers its burrowing place in the skin under a 
flood of water. - Progress has been made in re- 
lieving the world of a pest, and momentary relief 
is obtained. But no such satisfuction is vouch- 
safed to the unfortunate victim of “army itch.” 
It is scratch, scratch ; the more, the greater neces- 
sity; wriggle and twist “from night till hoary 
morn;” for the itching is quite tolerable during 
the day time, but most intolerable during the 
night. 

In many of its characteristics it corresponds 
most nearly with the Papule, and with the genus 
Prurigo; and yet that name gives only an ink- 
ling of some of its peculiar symptoms, while it 
affords no therapeutic indication. 

Unlike prurigo, this disease is highly conta- 
gious. It has no vesicle, nor has it any pustule, 
yet sometimes the eruption, from the incessant 
irritation it occasions, forms a discharging sur- 
face, upon which scabs are formed. It seldom— 
in my opinion never—in its inception, is found in 
the groins, axilla, armpits, or between the fingers. 
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It is always found upon the arm, forearm, chest, 
abdomen, or lower extremities, and in some rare 
cases upon the scalp. Sometimes it is a fine 
eruption, about the size of a millet seed, hardly 
discoloring the skin, or raised above it; then 
again it resembles rubeola, and gives a marked 
sensation of roughness to the cutaneous surface. 
The attending pruritus is sharp and stinging, 
causing almost incessant scratching, by which 
the papule are torn, and a minute blackish crust 
formed on their apices, giving the eruption a 
peculiar characteristic appearance. Underneath 
this crust is a minute red point, which fades 
away as a new crop makes its appearance. In 
long-continued cases, complicated with other skin 
diseases, or accompanied with severe constitu- 
tional symptoms, suppurating sores may be 
formed upon different portions of the body, which 
will test the patience of both physician and pa- 
tient in their cure. 


Whilst, therefore, it so nearly corresponds with 
the description given in the books on prurigo, 
still the remedies ordinarily prescribed for that 
disease, will produce little, if any, curative effect 
in this. It is, in fact, sui generis, and no better 


name can be found for it than that which has 
been given to it in common parlance, from its 
recognized origin, “ Army Iich.”” And yet, this 


only represents its outward manifestation, the 
cutaneous affection. Back of this, and perpetua- 
ting the disease, is the materies morbi, which the 
force of every pulsation sends through the whole 
system. To cure the one, the other must be 
eradicated. Constitutional as well as local rem- 
edies must be employed. The latter are useless 
without the former. 

In accordance with these views, I begin and 
end the treatment with constitutional as well as 
local remedies, as follows, 

BR. Syr.sarsap.comp., f.Ziv. 
Sodee arsenias, gt. iv—viij. M. 

Dose, teaspoonful, morning and evening. 


To this mixture, if there be considerable de- 
rangement of the stomach or biliary organs, I 
add, pro re nata, Thayer's fluid extract of iris ver- 
sicolor, leptandrin, pipsissewa or podophyllin, as 
seems best adapted to the case. The external 
application is composed as follows : 


R. Pix Burgundica, - Ziv. 
Hydrarg. oxyd. rub. 
Plumbi. oxyd. rub. 
Terebinth veneta, 4 3). 
Batyri recentis, 3 xij. 

tAdeps will not answer.) 


M. 
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The first three ingredients should be finely 
pulverized before being mixed with the last two, 
and then constantly stirred over a slow heat until 
all are intimately blended. Then place the dish 
upon ice or cold water, and stir again until the 
whole becomes the consistence of an ointment, 
A small portion of this ointment should be rubbed 
in thoroughly upon the eruption, morning and 
evening. 

Great care should be observed in regard to 
cleanliness. The under clothing should be 
changed twice or thrice a week, and an occa- 
sional ablution of the whole body with Castile 
soap and water, would not only tend to allay the 
cutaneous irritation, but expedite the cure. The 
diet should be carefully regulated. No pork 
grease in any form should be allowed. Pastry, 
highly seasoned food of any kind, stimulating 
condiments, should be avoided as directly calcu- 
lated to perpetuate the disease. The patient 
should not be starved, but the diet restricted to 
those articles which are plain, simple, and nour- 
ishing, and which will not tax too heavily the 
digestive organs. 

The course of treatment I have thus indicated, 
is the result of some investigation and observa- 
tion. It has been adopted after a thorough trial 
and failure of many prescriptions. In my hands, 
it has been uniformly successful; I can call to 
mind no case which, when the directions have 
been carefully followed, has not been cured by it. 
Time, patience, and perseverance are necessary 
to accomplish the result, but it is sure. Recent 
cases are more speedily cured than those of longer 
duration. I write with the more confidence, be- 
cause I have tested the treatment in hundreds of 
cases and have yet to see the instance of failure. 
I prepare the remedies myself. I do not deal 
out the ingredients to the patients, and leave 
them to prepare the ointment with such grease as 
they may happen to have. The prescriptions are 
compounded carefully by weight and measure, 
and just the heat necessary for their intimate 
mixture. And having taken all these precau- 
tions, wh'ch I regard as important, I watch the 
progress of the cure, and am not disappointed in 
finding the intolerable itching allayed, so that the 
patient will enjoy a quiet night, in many in- 
stances, from the first application, and the erup- 
tion fading away and disappearing. In other 
localities, or in the hands of other practitioners, 
they may not prove as uniformly successful, but 
where other remedies have failed, these are spread 
out before the profession as being worthy, at 
least, of a thorough trial. 
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SPURIOUS VACCINATION. 
Inoculation with Virus supposed to be Syrhilitic. 
By Geo. H. Hussarp, M. D., 

Late Brevet Lieut~Col., and Surgeon U. 8. Vols. 

On the last day of November, 1863, I reached 
Fort Smith, Ark., under an assignment to duty as 
Medical Director of the Army of the Frontier. 

My attention was immediately called to several 
hundred men disabled in consequence of spuri- 
ous vaccination, and a board of medical officers 
was soon after organized, by command of Major- 
General Scnor1zxpD, to investigate its origin, etc. 

This Board made a detailed report, from which, 
from reports of other medical officers, and from 
personal observation, I was enabled to arrive at 
the following facts and conclusions. 

It was definitely ascertained that the virus 
which caused all these cases came from persons 
who had been vaccinated in the rebel army, or by 
rebel surgeons. In some cases it was brought.in 
the arms of deserters, and in one case, at least, 
a Federal soldier was forcibly inoculated, while a 
prisoner with the rebels. 

_This virus was used by ignorant medical offi- 
cers and by self-inoculation among the men, till 
more than five hundred were infected. 

The Board reported that—‘Soon after the 
operation was performed, the points at which the 
matter was inserted commenced to itch and in- 
flame, and by the second or third day, pustules 
were formed, of a yellowish color, which rapidly 
increased in size, and in a few days burst. In 
some a scab formed, but in all, open ulcers were 
formed by the tenth day, and which furnished a 
thin ichorous discharge. 

“At the time we examined the patients, some 
had well marked Hunterian chancre ; some had 
large excavated ulcers, with edges elevated above 
the raw and surrounding surface, with little sur- 
rounding induration ; the centres, when not re- 
cently cauterized, were of a brownish hue—some, 
whose primary ulcers were about healed, had 
secondary symptoms, such as swelling and ulcer- 
ation of the glands in different parts of the 
body; while others had pain and stiffening of 
the joints, 

“The disease was brought to the lst Arkansas 
Infantry by deserters from the Confederate army, 
and in our opinion it is syphilis.” é’ 

The following is from my official report to the 
Surgeon-General :—‘‘I have no reason to believe 
that in any one case did this virus produce a true 
vaccine pustule, or had any of the protecting 
power of vaccination. 

“The ulcers all possessed, in a ter or less 
degree, the well established peculiarities of vene- 
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real chancre, being of a specific and progressive 
nature, spreading in some cases to the size of a 
dollar, but usually about half that size; com- 
monly round in shape, but often irregular, and 
usually of the depth of the true skin. 

‘All had ragged, elevated, indurated, and 
overhanging edges, little sensitive to the touch or 
even to caustics; while the bottom of the ulcer, 
(especially under these indurated edges,) was 
excessively sensitive. 

** All discharged dark ill-conditioned pus, which 
in many cases caused painful excoriation of the- 
surrounding skin, and when transferred to other 
parts of the body, reproduced ulcers like the ori-- 
ginal; in this way, chancres were produced om 
the penis in several cases. 

‘*Cases precisely similar occurred in the Indian. 
Brigade, stationed at Fort Gibson, in the Chero- 
kee nation. ' 

“ Acting Assistant Surgeon Miter, on duty at: 
that post, reported as follows:—‘ A private of the 
lst Indian Home Guards, who had been success- 
fully vaccinated by me in March, 1863, and after- 
ward taken prisoner by the rebels, was in spite: 
of his protestations, inoculated by a rebel sur- 
geon, producing a syphilitic ulcer.’ 

‘Private Johnson, of the same regiment, who. 
had previously had small-pox, was inoculated, 
by his own desire, with the same virus, and his 
ulcer presents the same characteristics as those 
not so protected, except in extent.’ 

“Besides the cases occurring among the troops,. 
it has spread among the people to an alarming: 
extent by self-inoculation. 

“In a large proportion of the cases, consecu- 
tive symptoms have appeared: suppuration of 
the lymphatic glands in the axilla, sore throat, 
exanthematous eruptions, etc. 

“The cases occurring among the troops have: 
received the ordinary treatment for syphilis, and 
in most cases with excellent results. 

“The mischief was wide-spread before the true. 
character of the disease was recognized, so that 
few cases have had prompt abortive treatment, 
and many are, in consequence, permanently dis- 
abled. 

“Nearly every case has required constitutional 
treatment, in adidtion to local treatment of the 
chancre. ; 

“The milder caustic applications proving in- 
sufficient, in many eases, acid nitrate of mercury 
was used to clear away the indurated edges, 
when the ulcer usually healed rapidly under 
mildly stimulating applications.” 

Six cases of well-marked small-pox occurred 
in men who had previously suffered severely 
from this venereal inoculation. 





HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


Hospital Reports. 


University or Maryann, 
December, 1865. 


Suretcat Cuinic or Pror. Smiru. 
Reported by J. W. P. Bates, M. D., of Baltimore. 
Syphilitic Iritis. 

Man, zt. 27. We have here another phase of that 
disease of which we have so many cases in hospi- 
tal practice. Here the syphilitic poison has 
affected the eye, and produced inflammation of 
the iris. There is not much redness of the con- 
junctiva nor chemosis. Red vessels can be seen 
diverging from the pupil; they are deeply situ- 
ated, and show that the fibrous tissues are invol- 
ved. There is no excessive tenderness upon ex- 
posure to the light; when there is, it generally 
shows that the retina is involved. Mercury is a 
good remedy in the treatment of these cases, but 
by no means a specific. He has taken it, and 
we do not consider it expedient to recur to it 
again. We sometimes use leeches, but you must 
be careful and not apply them to the eye iteelf, 
as it often increases the inflammation. Apply 
them to the inside of the nose, as the mucous 
membrane is continuous with that of the eye, and 
they act as revulsives. Another important rem- 
edy is belladonna, or its active principle, atropia. 
It prevents adhesion and contraction of the pupil. 
In this case we will use potass. iod., and the 
watery solution of opium, as a local application. 


Ulcers of the Leg. 

Man, zt. 47, sailor. This man has been a 
sailor all his life, and says be has had these ulcers 
for ten years. There is no varicose condition of 
the veins. Chronic ulcers are very common 
among sailors, and are produced by being contin- 


ually on their feet, and wading in cold water. 
Cold water long applied will destroy the vitality 
of apart. It has become the common dressing 
in cases of gun-shot or other wounds, and it is 
very usefal, but not entirely devoid: of danger. 
Sometimes it is continued so long that. the part is 
completely macerated, and the vitality, to a great 
extent, destroyed. In these cases, like the one 
before us, a sub-acute inflammation arises, lymph 
is deposited, and becomes organized, and hyper- 
trophy is produced. Probably this man can be 
cured. I rely chiefly upon the bandage. It is a 
sorbefacient, and stimulates the parts. We 
often use bichloride of mercury as a stimulant. 
His general health is good. We will apply a 
cerate cloth just large enough to cover the sore. 
We make numerous openings in the cloth to allow 
the unbealthy secretions toescape. Let the foot, 
ankle, and half-way up the leg be bandaged. It 
is not necessary to apply it to the knee, for we 
wish the circulation to be unimpaired, and there 
are no varicose veins ‘requiring pressure. Use a 
solution of the bichloride of mercury (gr. j. to 
aque f.3j.), and dress with Turner’s cerate. 
Dress it every day, and apply the bandage with 
great care. : : 
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Re-amputation. 

Man, et. 30. This man’s foot was injured 
three or four years ago by a threshing machine. 
The anterior part of the foot was amputated, but 
from some cause the leg never got well. Now 
we will amputate the leg in the lower third. Cir- 
cular operation performed. 

Dec. 9. This case was operated on, on Wed- 
nesday, but from some cause there has been con- 
siderable hemorrhage. It is something unusual 
for secondary hemorrhage to occur so soon. It 
occurs usually within a few hours, when reaction 
has taken place, or not until the ligatures are 
about being detached. He took chloroform, and 
I think that is often promotive of secondary hem- 
orrhage. It is not necessary to remove the dres- 
sings, a8 it is not likely to occur again. Let the 
limb be elevated, and cold applications be used. 

13th. The mystery of the hemorrhage is solved. 
It was produced by one of the attendants falling 
upon his leg. He is now doing very well, and 
the stump is well covered. 


Syphilitic Ulcers. 


Man, xt. 45. Here are two very foul looking 
ulcers near each external maleolus. The edges 
are everted, the surface is excavated and covered 
with a greenish looking matter, and the discharge 
is thin and offensive. They are almost entirely 
destitute of granulatione. The surrounding parts 
are red and indurated. Without doubt mercury 
has been Jargely used in this case, and there is 
bad nutrition and dyscrasia. We have been 
giving him tr. ferri. chlor. He has also teken 
potass. iod. We employ it empirically very often, 
for we do not know how it acts. We will give 
him syr. ferri. iod. gtt. xxv., and potass. iod. gr. 
v. three times a day. We are using a solution 
of permanganate of potassa, but as it appears 
t? give pain we will reduce its strength, until 
we arrive at a point where the pain prodaced 
is slight. Apply a cerate eloth, and over it a 
cloth wet with the watery solution of opium, and 
a bandage. 

As his bowels are costive, we will give: 

R Aloes, 3j- 
Gamboge, 38s. 
Ext. hyoscyami, 3j. ‘ 
Ol. tiglii, git. v. M. 

Ft. pil. xl. 8. Three at a dose. Let them be 
used according to the circumstances of the case. 
Let him have plain nourishing diet, with animal 
food once a day. 

Des. 16th, 1865. This is one of the most obsti- 
nate cases in the house. It is phagedenic, and it 
will not do to use mercury, so we have to treat it 
by indirect means, i. ¢., by improving the blood, 
and his appetite. Mercury is promotive of dyscra- 
sia. It does not look quite so bad as it did some 
time ago; not so deep, edges not so much everted. 
Does not pain him so much. Appetite getting 
better. I should be reluctant to give this man 
opiates, for they are an evil, but a less one than 
restlessness. Let him have pulv. Doveri. gr. xij. 
at night. Continue syr. ferri.iod. Simple, nour- 
ishing food. It will be a tedious case. 
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Fracture and Dislocation. 

Man, et. 30. This is a case of fracture of the 
fibula, produced by direct violence. This usually 
oceurs from a direct blow, or from a twisting of 
the ankle, wherely the bone is broken in its 
lower third. There appears to be no displace- 
ment. We keep it quiet by means of a straight, 
wooden splint. I very seldom apply a bandage 
on the first dressing of a limb, because there will 
be swelling, and then the bandage constricts the 
parts, and may produce disastrous effects, 





Medical Societies. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEDICAL 
SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY. 


CENTENNARY MEETING. 
( Wednesday, January 24th, 1866.) 

On Wednesday, at 11 o’clock, A. M., the Soci- 
ety convened, together with w large number of 
invited guests and of physicians from every part 
of the State, at the Chapel of Rutgers’ College, 
New Brunswick. First on the programme of the 
Centennary celebration was 

The President’s Address. 

After some fitting remarks and allusions to the 

eventful past since the organization of the Soci- 


ety, a hundred years ago, before the American 
Republic was founded, Dr. Cougs proceeded to 
read his address—“ a poetical excursion into the 
arduous fields of human physiology”—entitled 
“ Microcosm.” To appreciate fully the author's 
able and successful effort, one must read the 
whole poem, which will be published with the 
transactions, and we hope also, separately: Our 
space does not allow us to give more than some of 
_the most striking passages. 


The Skin. 

* * * * * * 
How beautiful, and delicate, and fresh, 
Appear the soul’s habiliments of flesh! 
How closely fitting, easy yet and broad, 

h tissue, woven in the loom of God! 
Compared with that magnificence of dress 
Wherewith is clothed the spirit’s nakedness, 
O how contemptible and mean a thing, 

The purple and fine linen of a king! 
The spotless vesture of the silky skin, 
Outside of alt, and covering all within, 
Hiding the nakedness of parts below— 
Muscles and viseus, not designed for show, 
With what a marvellous and matchless grace 
Is it disposed and Ided to each place— 
Rounding and beautifying brow and breast, 
4 wownmes loveliness to all the rest! 

* * * 


Dissect in fear, use reverently the knife, 
All was made sacred to some holy use, 
Whate’er the profanations of abuse. 

Cat not with blundering and careless hand, 
If you the deedal maze would understand. 

* * * * * * > 
When that, the dermal, covering is eut through, 
And its interior structure brought to view, 
Pause if you will, and let your aided sight 
Peruse the wonders of creative might. 

Admire the kill that can in one combine 

A sensibility and a tonch so fine— 

Making the skin throughout the purpose serve 
Of one ubiquitous, great surface nerve, 








That finest needle, would it entrance gain, 

Must pierce the sense and stab the soul with pain,— 
Where camping armies of papillze wait, 

Manning each fo: guarding every gate, 

Armed at all points, and vigilant as fear, 

To sound the alarm when danger hovers near, 

And yet, despite the nicety of sense, 

Formed for coarse uses and for rough defence. 


Muscles. 


Lifting the threefold veil we reach, at length, 

The numerous Nile-heads of man’s hidden strength— 
The springs of muscular motion, wherein lurk 
Man’s infinite capacities for work,— 

By which, as taste or restless nature bide, 

He rears the Parthenon or Pyramid, 

In high achievements of the plastic art 

Fulfils the ambitious purpose of his heart, 

Creates a grace outrivalling his own, 

Charming all eyes, the poetry of stone; 

Symbols his faith, as in cathedrals vast 

Religious petrifactions of the past; 

Covers the land with cities, makes all seas 

White with the sails of countless argosies; 
Pushes the ocean back, with all her waves, 

And, from her haughty sway, a kingdom saves; 
Tunnels high mountains, Esebus unbars, 

And through it rolls the thunder of his cars; 
With stalwart arm defends down-trodden right, 
And like a whirlwind sweeps the field of fight; 
And when at last the war is made to cease; 

On firm foundations establishes a peace ; 

The barren wastes with nodding harvests sows, 
And makes the desert blossom as the rose. 
Bundles of fleshy fibres without end, 
Along the bony skeletons extend, 

In thousand-fold directions from fixed points 
To act their several parts upon the joints. 

* * * * * * * 
But where’s the hand that grasps the million reins, 
Directs and guides them, quickens or restrains? 
See the musician, at his fingers’ call, 

All sweet sounds scatter fast as rain drops fall; 
With flying touch he weaves the web of song, 
Rythmiec as rapid, intricate as long; 

Whence this precision, delicacy, and ease? 

And where’s the master that defines the keys? 


The Brain and Senses. 


A weird, and wonderful, and fragile mass 
Of white and grey; deserted now, alas! 
All knowledge quite razed out; no trace 
Of things which were; now mourns each happy place, 
Where frolicked once the children of the mind, 
Of all the number not one Jeft behind. 
No vestige of the battle and the strife, 
None of the conquests that bled life, 
Hid is the maze where doubt was wont to grope, 
Hid the starved fibre of a perished hope: 
Hid the tough sinews of a wrestling faith— 
The Christian athlete matched witb sin and death; 
Hid all the teeth-prints of the wolves of grief, 
A savage pack, of which Remorse is chief— 
How stfange of all the wounds our comforts mar, 
That of the fellest we should find no sear! 
None can point out where understanding dwelt; 
None the high places where religion knelt— 
The spot where Reverence, with feet unshod, 
Came to consult the oracle of God; 
The crypts and catacombs where Memory cast 
The bones of all the dead of all the past; 
Shelves where were stowed all libraries of man 
All grey traditions since the world began— 
All literatures, religions, kinds and parts 
Of knowledge, laws, philosophies and arts— 
All action’, all articulated breath,— 
The Book of Life, and ah! the Book of Death. 
» » * * * * * 
Deserted now, and cheerless as a tomb, 
The whole house vacant, vacant every room, 
Fach sense now shut, the windows of the mind— 
And there is none to look,—the eye is blind. 
a * * * * 
Alas for those, who haply, blind from birth, 
Have never seen the loveliness of earth, 
To whore rapt gaze, the spectacle ne’er given 
Of all the dread magnificence of heaven. 
One mighty blank, one universal black— 
The moving wonders of the Zodiac— 
The constellations from their fixed abode 
Bhed no sweet influence on their darkling road— 
Their rolling eye-balis tury and find vo ray, 
An unknown Joy, the blessedness of dey. 
> * 


To render happier a cheerless lot, 
Enrich with knowledge those who have it not, 
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To pour new light into the darkened mind 
And force an entrance, when it none can find; 
By novel methods and ingenious toole, 
Imparting all the learning of the schools; 

For loss of one, obtaining recompense 

In the perfection of another sense; - 
Inspiring music bringing heaven so near, 
They almost think they see it, as they hear— 


Is like that work, in kind if not degree, 
Done Bartimeus, when Christ made him see. 
* * ® 


The author then goes on to discourse on the 
ear, sound, speech, the senses of taste and smell. 
Then the heart and the emotional feelings. 


O loving woman, man’s fulfilment sweet, 

Completing him, not otherwis&complete. 

How void and useless the sad remnant left, 

Were he of her, his nobler part, bereft ! 

Of her, who bears the name of wife, 

The joy and crown and glory of his life, 

The mother of his children, whereby he 

ShalPlive in far off epochs yet to be. 

Conjoined but not confounded, side by side 

Lying so closely, nothing can divide. 

A dual self, a plural unit, twain 

Except in sex, to be no more again, 

Except in sex, for sex can nought efface, 

Fixed as the granite mountain on its base. 
* 


Woman and man all social needs include, 

Earth filled with men, were still a solitude. 

Tn vain the birds would sing, in vain rejoice, 

Without the music of her sweeter voice. 

In vain the stars would shine, ’twere dark the while 

Without the light of her superior smile ; 

To blot from earth’s vocabularies one 

Of all her names, were to blot out the sun! 

O wondrous hour, supremest hour of fate! 

When first the soul discerns its proper mate 

By inward voices known as its elect, 

Distanced by love, and infinite respect; 

Fairer than fairest, shining from afar, 

‘Theoned ts the heights, a bright particular star. 
= 


Dr. Cotes then addresses himself to the pro- 
fession. 


O it is well that ye have hearts to feel, 
And ears not deaf to pity’s soft appeal ; 
Putting no difference ’twixt rich and poor, 
Plying with equal zeal the means of cure, 
Net deeming it becoming to regard 
Color or rank, or person or reward. 
The man of impure life and sordid aims, 
He smuts his office and his calling shames, 
Him you disown, and place him under ban 
As nothing better than a charlatan. 
’ Believing needless ignorance a crime 
You strive to reach the summit of your time 
To old age, learning up from early youth— 
Your life one long apprenticeship to truth. 
Wisely suspicious sometimes of the new, 
Ye give alert acce to the true, 
Ready with thousand welcomes it to greet, 
Even though it make old science obsolete. 
Knowledge is power, and here ’tis power to save, 
A power like God’s to reseue from the grave. 
Each year adds something—many things ye know 
Your sires knew not a hundred years ago. 
Art grown te more, your sons wilt higher climb, 
And make the coming centuries sublime, 
Christ’s milleninal kingdom shall begin 
And put an end to sickness and to sin. 
Heights of the future! breezy with the breath 
Of vernal quickening to the fields of death, 
In the far distance of the long before 
We think we see your misty summits soar, 
Though scarce distinguished from the mingling skies, 
How glad the sight to our believer’s eyes! 


From ‘these extracts the reader will be able to 
form some idea of the address. 
Historical Address. 
Dr. Wau. Prerson, who has filled the office of 
Secretary of the Society for over thirty years, 
and who had been appointed historian for the 


, read an 
elaborate and exceedingly minute “ Historical 
Narrative” of the Society, from 1766 to 1866, from 
which we give some of the most interesting data. 
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On the 17th of June, 1766, a call was publishe? 
in the “ Mercury,” a paper published in the city 
of New York, requesting the physicians in the 
Province of New Jersey to attend a meeting at 
Mr. Durr’s, in the city of New Brunswick, on the 
20th of July, at which time and place the Consti- 
tution and regulations of the Society were to be 
settled and subscribed. Accordingly, the follow- 
ing gentlemen convened at the appointed place, 
viz., Rosert McKean, CristopHer Mantoveg, 
Joun Cocxran, Moses Bioomrieip, James Gu- 
LILAND, Wu. Burnet, JonatHan Dayton, Tuos. 
Wiccrns, Wma. Apvams, Bernarp Bupp, Law- 
RENCE VaN DeRvVEER, JonN GrirritH, Isaac Har- 
ris and JosepH SackeTt. 

A constitution was adopted, which shows a 
spirit of high professional ethies and liberality 
that may still serve as a type of what the founda- 
tions of medical organization should be. Among 
its provisions are: 

“1, That we will never enter into any house in 
quality of our profession, nor undertake any case 
in physic or surgery, but with the purest inten- 
tion of giving the utmost relief and assistance 
that our art shall enable us, which we will dili- 
gently and faithfully exert for that purpose. 

“2. That we will at all times, when desired, 
be ready to consult or be consulted by any of our 
brethren, in any case submitted to us, and that 
in all cases, when we conceive difficulty and cir- 
cumstances will admit, we will advise and recom- 
mend such consultation. 

«3, That we will not pretend to, or keep secret 
any nostrums or specific medicine of any kind, as 
being inconsistent with the generous spirit of the 
profession, but will be ready at all times to com- 
municate to any member of this Society, any 
discovery or improvement we have made respect- 
ing the healing art. 

“4,..That we will on all occasions treat one 
another as becomes the medical character, and 
that each of us will do our utmost to maintain 
harmony and brotherly affection in this Society 
to promote the usefulness of it to the profession 
and to the public. 

“5. Provides for the gratuitous attendance 
upon all the poor, who have no legal means of 
support from their county.” 

The last article reads as follows: 

“This Society will do all in its power to dis- 
courage and discountenance all quacks, mounte- 
banks, impostors, or other ignorant pretenders 
to medicine, and will on no account support or 

tronize any but those who have been larly 
initiated into medicine, either at some university 
or under the direction of some able master or 
masters, or who, by the study of the theory and 
practice of the art, have otherwise qualified them- 
selves, to the satisfaction of the Society, for the 
exercise of the profession.” 

After the election of Drs. McK gan as President, 
Mantove as Secretary, and Cocxran as Treasu- 
rer, a fee bill was adopted, of which Dr. Pierson, 
gives some interesting items, among the rest: 

Visits in town, where the patient can be seen 
without riding, to be charged according to the 
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duration of the ailment and the degree of attend- 
ance as follows: 

In slight cases, where only one or two may be 
wanted—nothing. 

In other cases, requiring longer and daily at- 
tendance, for each week’s attendance, and in pro- 
portion for more or less time, exclusive of medi- 
eine—10 shillings. Visits in country under half 
a mile, the same as in town—10 shillings. Eve 
visit exceeding 1} miles—1 shilling. Consul- 
tation visit, 15 shillings; sugcessive consultation 
visits, 7 shillings. All luxations and simple 
fractures, £1 10 sh., with the exception of luxa- 
tion of the neck and femur, which are £2. De- 
livery in natural labor, £1 10sh.; instrumental 
case, £3. Among the fees for medicines, we find 

ut down, ‘‘ Salivation, including medicines,” £3. 

This fee bill, however, created considerable 
dissatisfaction, and at a subsequent meeting a 
resolution was adopted, allowing members to 
charge independent of it. 

At first, the Society was based on the principle 
of a society, but became incorporated 
in 1816. 

At the second meeting in 1766, “the Presi- 
dent,” so Dr. Prerson’s narrative tells us, “‘sub- 
mitted a recipe given to him by Dr. Ayres, of 
Rhode Island, as a celebrated nostrum of Doc- 
tor James Extior, of Connecticut, with the re- 
mark that he knew nothing of the remedy, but 
was assured by Dr. Ayres, that he had frequently 
administered it with great success in dropsies and 
hysteric cases from relaxation.. I give the recipe 
as an illustration of the advance of medicine at 
that period. 

Electarium stomachicum, anti-hydropicum vel 
hystericum specificeum : 

R. Pulv. radic. gentian, 3}. 
“ g. myrrh, Zi. 
“  giaciei com. Zijss. 

Cons. rosar. q. s. ad elect. 

To the word glaciei is appended an explana- 
tory note, viz., “common glass —the arcanum 
eoncealed under the name of glacies. The dose 
is too unintelligibly given; but we are not left 
in the dark, for Dr. Ayres says he was not very 
solicitous about the levigation of the glass, but 
administered it frequently not very fine, and 
never knew any bad consequences to follow, 
except when given at first in too large doses, 
and the way to ascertain what was a sufficient 
dose, would be the immediate effects when taken 
into the stomach. If sufficient, an immediate 
pungent pain would be instantly felt, and a uni- 
versal shock of the system, something like the 
electric shock. If these did not follow, the dose 
is then to be increased. To the credit of the 
Society, be it said, they judged it not prudent to 
recommend the use of it, without more authentic 
proof of its success.” 

We continue to quote from Dr. Prerson’s ad- 
dress: 


“At the meeting May 1770, it was voted 
that hereafter the President shall open the meeting 
with a dissertation upon some medical subject, 
with this special proviso: ‘ That it shall always be 
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before dinner.’ To exhibit the state of medical ed- 
ucation at the period under review, I cite some of 
the subjects of these dissertations: ‘Putrefaction, 
its causes, effects and remedies;’ ‘Inoculation ; 
‘The Catamenia, the causes of obstruction, method 
of cure, etc.;' ‘Nature, causes and methods of 
cure of the disorders of Infants;’ ‘Nature, causes 
and cure of the Pleurisy;’ ‘Nature and pro- 
perties of Blood;’ ‘The formation, use and sym- 
en Py of the nerves;’ ‘Nephritis;’ 
‘The Blood, and the changes it is capable of 
undergoing in diseases; ‘Health and Disease, 
and accounting for the latter;’ ‘Nutrition;’ 
‘ Animal Secretion; ‘The natural phenomena of 
Sleep; ‘The origin, es dignity and use- 
fulness of the Science of Medicine, and the quali- 
fications necessary for a Practitioner;’ ‘The 
Chemical principles of bodies;’ ‘Properties of 
Atmospheric Air; ‘The causes of vital Heat and 
animal Motion ;’ ‘ Dropsy,’—and others of similar 
character. 

“From Nov. 1775 to Nov. 1781, there is an 
interval of six years in the Journal, to which 
reference is made at the meeting in 1782, by a 
committee appointed for the purpose, in the fol- 
lowing language: 

“<The war (which has been productive of the 
happy revolution in America) having claimed the 
attention of all ranks of freemen, most of the 
members of this Society took an early and de- 
cided part in the opposition to British tyranny 
and page and were soon engaged either in 
the civil or military duties of the State. Added 
to this, the local situation of the war, (the scene 
of action being chiefly in this and the adjoining 
States,) rendered an attendance on the usual 
stated meetings not only unsafe, but in a great 
measure impracticable, from the scattered and 
distant residences of the members. As soon as 
sufficient order and harmony was restored to 
civil government, a convening of the members 
was again deemed cesar | and proper, as well 
to re-establish it upon its former liberal and re- 
spectable principles, as to place it under the 
patronage of the authority of the State.’” 

From, the discussions held at the meetings up 
to 1790, Dr. Pierson cites a few illustrative 
specimens: “ What is the proximate cause of In- 
termittent Fever?” Decided by a vote to be de- 
bility. “Whether Putrefaction ever takes place 
in the living body?” This question being deemed 
too vague for discussion, the following was sub- 
stituted: ‘‘ What is the proximate cause of Putrid 
Fever?” No decision was had; a majority not 
being in favor of any one opinion. ‘“ What are 
the remote and proximate causes of Epilepsy, and 
the method of eure?” No decision was had. 
“What are the causes of Dysentery, and cure?” 
Decided that the proximate cause was spasm, 
etc., ete. 

“During this period patients were brought into 
the Society, and cases submitted for advice. 

“A lad aged 17 years was presented with a 
tumor on the forearm. The Society, undecided 
whether it was aneurism or an encysted tumor, 
advised incision in the first instance, which was 
performed in the presence of the Society, and a 
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considerable ‘discharge of carneous, ligamentous, 
osseous and cheesy-like substances followed;’ the 
tumor not being encysted, but occupying under 
the common integument the space from the cubit 
to the wrist. Four days after the operation, it 
was found necessary to amputate the arm, which 
soon was followed with symptoms of tetanus. 
The patient continued in this condition with very 
little remission for six weeks, after which con- 
valescence commenced, and the cure was per- 
fected in eleven weeks.” 

Other cases, illustrating the theory and prac- 
tice of that period, are adduced. 

At the meeting of 1786 the Society entered 
into correspondence with the Massachusetts Med- 
ical Society, by request of the latter, and at a 
later period with that of New York. 

Space does not allow us to make farther ex- 
tracts from Dr. Pizrson’s address, which gives a 
minute history of the working of the Society and 
its subsidiary district societies. To conclude in 
his words: 

“Here we close the history of the first 100 
years of our institution, venerable in age, and en- 
deared by association. Let then the membership, 
in the century that succeeds, by every good 
word and work, receive with favor, and pursue 
with alacrity, whatever promises to advance the 
dignity, the honor, and the utility of our calling; 
never forgetting the beneficent sentiment of the 
Roman poet, whose language we have borrowed 
for our motto: ‘ Opifer per orbem dicor.’” 


The Dinner. 

After the addresses, the Society, with invited 
guests, moved in procession to Greer’s Hall to 
dine. 

During the intervals in the courses, Dr. Hunt 
read an address, welcoming the invited guests; 


letters were also read by Dr. Wickes, from the| 


President of the National Association, Dr. Davis, 
of Chicago; Dr. Bissett, ex-President of the 
State Medical Society of New York; Dr. A. A. 
Govtp, President of the Massachusetts Society, 
and Mr. Wu. A. Wuireneap, the Historian of 
the State, each regretting their absence, with 
complimentary allusions to this venerable So- 
ciety. 

Regular toasts were read, mentioning the 
American Medical Association, and the sis 
ter Societies; the Medical Colleges; the three 
learned professions; the Medical Corps of the 
Army and Navy; the Colleges of our country; 
the memory of the founders and deceased Fellows 
of the Society; the Professional and Newspaper 
Press; the State re og and the State Govern- 
ment as represented by its Chief Executive, no- 
ticing the fostering care of Gov. Warp for the 
sick and wounded. 

The responses were made by Dr. Arxinsoy, of 
the National Society; Dr. Hooxer, of New Ha- 
ven; Dr. Sixpson, of the Army; Lieut. Gov. Cox, 
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of Maryland; and Dr. Craic, of Plainfield, the 
oldest Fellow present. Other remarks followed 
from Rev. Dr. Campse.., of Rutgers College, Dr, 


Bourter and others. 

————_——_ 3 
PHILADELPHIA CO. MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
October 11th, 1865. 

(Reported by Wm. B. Atkinson, M, D., Recording Secretary.) 

(Continued from page 368, Vol. XIII.) 
Subject in Discussion—Cholera. 

Dr. Connie remarked that he had listened 
with much pleasure to the able paper by which 
the discussion of the evening had been opened. 
The subject of the paper was one of the deepest 
interest at the present moment, when, judging 
from the presence of cholera on the other side 
the Atlantic, and a comparison of the present 
course of the disease with that pursued by it in 
1832, and in its subsequent visitations, we have 
just cause to fear its appearance in our midst 
at no remote period, rendering it therefore im- 
perative that prompt sanitary measures should 
be taken, with the view to restrict the limits of 
the pestilence, abate its violence, and lessen its 
mortality, should our anticipation of a visit from 
it be realized. The cholera, it is true, is strictly 
an epidemic malady, depending solely upon some 
inscrutable morbific condition of the atmosphere, 
and not upon any local cause or causes. The 
prevalence of the disease, nevertheless, at any 
given place, will be promoted, most certainly, to 
a very considerable extent, and its mortality 
greatly augmented, by a bad sanitary condition 
of such locality, and a violation of the laws of 
hygiene by the people who reside in it. If this 
be true, and facts innumerable could be adduced 
_to prove it is so, the importance of an early resort 
to such measures as may be necessary to improve 
and sustain, as far as we have it in our power, 
the salubrity of our city and the health of its in- 
habitants, and thus to aid in protecting the latter 
from the influence of the choleraic poison, should 
it be their misfortune to be exposed to its influ- 
ence. -There should be no delay in putting into 
execution the proper preventive measures, for, 
although it-is possible that we may escape en- 
tirely a visitation of the epidemic, yet there is no 
certainty that such will be the case. It has been 
said, and by those who ought to have known bet- 
ter, that it is at least certain we are safe from a 
visitation of the cholera as long as the cold wea- 
ther lasts, implying that it is only during the hot 
season a choleriac atmosphere prevails. We 
learn, however, from the history of epidemic. 
cholera, that it may be equally rife during the 
most intense cold of a Russian winter, as amid 
the hottest season of more Southern climes. In 
some of the Western States of our country it has 
made its appearance, and continued to prevail 
very extensively during mid-winter. ~ 

I coincide hig | generally with the views ad- 
vanced by Dr. Nesincer in his opening dis- 
course. 





s early as 1832, my study of the dis- 





or 


— Se ee Oo oO CO 


Fes. 10, 1866.] 


n“~oerrnsrrnsarnnaeaaaeeeaeeeeeeeee_ncueeeeeeeee eae 

ease in the wards of one of the largest cholera 
hospitals opened by the Board of Health of Phil- 
adelphia, and placed under my charge, taught 
me very early that the disease was divisible into 
three distinct stages, of which the first was a 
serous diarrhoea, of a duration varying in almost 
every case. The febrile reaction, attended, occa- 
sionally, with an inflammatory condition of one 
or other of the internal organs, witch has been 
observed to set in subsequently to an attack of 
cholera, I do not recognize as, properly speaking, 
an integral part of the latter disease. Such 
febrile reaction and inflammation are not invari- 
ably nor very generally present; they are to be 
viewed simply, when they do occur, as an acci- 
dental complication, and are too often, I fear, 
due to the improper measures pursued to arrest 
the cholera. 

Immediately preceding the occurrence of cho- 
lera at any given place, as well as during its 
continuance there, a very general prevalence of 
diarrhoea among the inhabitants is usually ob- 
served; few indeed escape an attack of it. The 
discharges from the bowels are various in charac- 
ter—feculent, bilious, or slimy, and may continue 
for many days. But the. diarrhoea which an- 
nounces the commencement of an attack of cho- 
lera is always serous, generally colorless, mostl 
flocculent. It may continue, as the only promi- 


nent symptom, for a day or two, but generally 
not over a few hours. 

I have not seen any case in which the painful 
cramps ceased, or were even very sensibly dimin- 


ished, in the third stage, especially at its com- 
mencement. A sense of heat or burning at the 
epigastrium, if not present previously, is often 
added, after collapse sets in, to the painful symp- 
toms of the preceding stage. 

There- are two symptoms attendant upon 
cholera which have not, it seems to me, been 
dwelt on this evening with sufficient emphasis. 
The first of these symptoms is the profuse perspi- 
ration which sets in early in the attack, and 
becomes, toward the close of fatal cases, most 
profuse. The second of the symptoms referred 
to is intense thirst. The patient craves water 
continually, and would pe we were he permit- 
ted, enormous draughts of it every minute. 
That taken each time into the stomach is almost 
immediately discharged; the vomiting being thus 
kept up almost incessantly. I have known cho- 
lera patients, impelled by the. uncontrollable 
morbid thirst they experience, attempt to allay it 
by swallowing the fluids they had just before 
~— from their stomachs, if left within their 

The treatment laid down in the o ening ad- 

s of this evening is, in its general outlines, 
the one which ample experience has taught me 
to be the best adapted to arrest the course of 
cholera, and secure its favorable termination. 
In its leading outlines it is the same treatment 
which was pursued by me in 1832, in the South- 
wark Cholera Hospital, as will be seen by a 
reference to the second edition of a “‘History of 
the Cholera, etc.,” prepared’ by Dr. J. Bett and 
myself, (Appendix, page 180,) a work that has 

esteemed of sufficient value to be trans- 
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lated into more than one of the European lan- 
es, a 
eT e warm and vapor baths, as well as dry 
heat, excepting when their application is confined 
to the lower extremities, I have found almost 
always to increase the sufferings of the patient, 
without in the slightest degree aiding in the 
arrest of the onward march of the disease. 

I have seen the best effects produced by the 
diligent application to the limbs and along the 
spine of a liniment, composed .of two parts olive 
oil and four of pure aqua ammonia, followed by 
sinapisms to the ankles, thighs, wrists, and arms, 
and, when the epigastrium has not been cupped, 
to that part also. Friction, with the liniment 
referred to, besides other good effects, has seemed 
to me to have a very decided and prompt agency 
in the diminution of the exhausting perspiration 
with which, in cases of cholera, the surface is 
constantly bathed. 

For cholera patients, a cool, dry atmosphere 
will be found the best—damp air will always act 
upon them prejudicially. In the hospital, as 
well in 1833 as in 1849, the patients always 
became worse on the setting in of a cool damp 
evening, or during a cold rain. 

In the commencement of the second stage of 
cholera, I have in many cases found the best 
results ensue after drawing, from a vein in the 
arm, as much blood as the patient’s strength 
would admit of. If only a very small amount of 
blood could be thus obtained, or the impression 
made by the bleeding upon the disease was but 
slight, cups were applied over the abdomen or 
over the spine. Dry cups will in all cases be 
found to act beneficially. 

In’ a few cases, even after symptoms of com- 
mencing collapse were present, I have made use 
of frictions to the surface, pager over the 
abdomen and lower portion of the spine, with ice 
or iced water, and almost always with the happi- 
est results. 

In every stage of cholera I have found the 
internal use of stimulants to be invariably preju- 
dicial. The symptoms of rapidly approaching 
collapse—the small, slow, constantly diminishing 

ulse—the reduction of the temperature of the 
y, and the dark, bluish hue of the surface— 
do not result from deficient action of the heart, 
but from a want of fluidity in the blood, in con- 
sequence of which its circulation through the 
blood vessels is at first impeded, and finally sus- 
pended. To arouse the patient from the collapse 
of cholera, our efforts should therefore not be 
directed to stimulate the heart to increased ac- 
tivity, but to prevent the further waste of the 
fluid portion of the blood, and as far as is possi- 
ble to supply to it the fluid it has already lost. 

I haye never made use of strychnia, but have 
given the extract of nux vomica, in one-third of 
a grain doses, repeated every three hours, and 
have been pleased with its effects. Believing the 
chief action of the choleraic poison to be upon 
the spinal cord, I was induced to make of 
nux yomica, from the well known influence it 
exercises over the functions of that part. 

Turpentine I have used pretty extensively in 
all stages of the disease—externally as a rube- 
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facient, and internally, in the form of an emul- 
sion, to rectify tNe disordered condition of the 
alimentary canal. Judiciously employed, I be- 
lieve that the oil of turpentine is a remedy 
adapted to fulfil several important indications in 
the treatment of cholera. 

In. conclusion, I would merely remark that, 
while in its first stage—that of serous diarrhoea 
—cholera is an easily managed disease; after it 
has passed this stage, it is, confessedly, with dif- 
ficulty arrested in its fatal career, while in that 
of collapse there is scarcely a chance of the pa- 
tient’s life being saved. e perceive the im- 
portance, therefore, of a resort to proper remedial 
measures at the earliest period of the attack, 
when, in a great majority of the cases, they will 
promptly succeed in the cure of the patient. 

On motion, the Society adjourned until Octo- 
ber 25th, to continue the discussion, Dr. GEBHARD 
having agreed to read a paper on the subject. 








EpiroriaL DEPARTMENT. 


Periscope. 


Zitiology of Cholera. 

Dr. Tx. A. McGraw, of Detroit, publishes in 
the Buffalo Med. and Surg. Journal a translation 
of Prof. Niemzyer’s (Tiibingen) late article on 
cholera, of which we give a-synopsis. 

The facts which have been collected regatding 
the manner in which the disease is propagated, 


would indicate that it belonged properly neither 
to the class of contagious nor to that of non-con- 
tagious diseases. It is, on the one hand, cer- 
tain that cholera is not communicated directly 
from one person to another even under circum- 
stances of the greatest intimacy, but on the other 
hand, it is as certainly spread only by patients 
afflicted with the disease. The disease is propa- 
gated by the evacuations of individuals infected 
with cholera, ok in all, and certainly in 
most cases. e admission of this theory, for 
which we are indebted to Perrenxorer and Det- 
BRUECK throws light upon a multitude of facts, 
hitherto little endeawiond and apparently contra- 
dictory. By means of one. infected person in 
whom the disease has manifested itself only by a 
seemingly insignificant diarrhoea, cholera can be 
conveyed to a hitherto healthy locality. This 
— may travel on and recover without further 
evelopment of the disorder, but he has left be- 
hind him in the water-closet matter which may 
give rise to a most deadly epidemic. It is thus 
no longer inexplicable how the cholera in its wan- 
derings takes no defined course, but spreads 
indifferently from west to east, from east to west, 
now with the wind and now against it, how it 
always follows the routes of travel, how it does 
not go from place to place in a shorter time than 
is required for men to travel the same distance, 
and how, since the building of railways it has 
been able to spread more quickly than before. 
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It is probable that the poison is not. usually 
present in stools just discharged, but is generated 
in them at a later period, and under certain cop. 
ditions favorable to its development. Perrey. 
KoFreR has shown that the contact of the dis. 
charges with putrid animal matter especially 
favors its development. There can be no ques- 
tion that the imprudence with which cholera dis. 
charges are emptied into common privies, gutters 
and sewers, promotes the spread of the disease, 
that the saturation of the earth of the great cities 
with the putrid products of decay is one of the 
chief causes of the greater intensity and diffusioa 
which marks the disorder in them, and that the 
accumulations of filth and organic remains belong 
to the most active agents concerned in the devel- 
opment of the noxious principle. The neighbor 
hood of a river, on whose banks are collections 
of stagnant water, predisposes to its generation 
and diffusion. The character of sub-soil is also 
not without its influence, a soil of loose and 
porous nature being more favurable to its pro 
duction than any of rocky and compact for 
mation. 


“The course of the pestilence in its recent out 
break on the Atlanta can well be explained,” 
says Dr. McGraw, “ by Perrenkorer’s theory. 
The disease sprung up in the steerage into which 
it may have Sans brought by one infected indi- 
vidual. The water-closets used by the different 
classes of passengers and crew on board ship are, 
as is well known, entirely distinct. While the 
cholera raged among the steerage passengers, 
not one person belonging to the crew or first cabin 
passengers was attacked.” — 


The Phenomena of Deglutition.. : 
Prof. KrisnaBer, who has been experimenting 
‘with the auto-laryngoscope, with a view to dis 
cover the method by which swallowing is effect 
ed, has arrived at several conclusions, the most 
important of which may be tabulated as follows: 

1. In the action of deglutition, the alimentary 
mass passes through one of the pharyngeal 
arches over one of the sides of the epiglottis; 
by this means, it reaches the cesophagus at the 
very moment when, by the contraction of the 
muscles, the pharynx is contracted. 

2. The deglutition of liquids is effected in 
somewhat similar manner, these passing very 
often over the epiglottis, in which they diffe 
from solids. 

3. A very small ua of the liquid passe 
over the edge of the epiglottis, and thus mot 
tens the mucous membrane of the larynx, atl 
the cords of the voice. 3 

4. In gargling the throat, the larynx being 
then much opened, a large quantity of liquid 
capes into the vocal organ. 

3 One may easily bear a piece of food in tht 
air-passages, that is to say, in the larynx, nes 
the vocal cords, and even in the interior of tht 


windpipe. 
6. The sensibility of the windpipe to the toudl 
of foreign bodies is far less than that of the lat 





ynx, 
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7. Hard and cold bodies, such as a probang, 
are never tolerated by the respiratory passages, 
although soft bodies which adhere to the mucous 
membrane, and have the same temperature as it, 
may remain in the trachea for several minutes 
without producing any repulsive effect. 


Hip-joint Amputation.—Rewevery. 

Dr. A. M. Fauntieroy, of Staunton, Va., pub- 
lishes in the Richmond Medical Journal an inter- 
esting case of successful hip-joint amputation. 
The patient, a soldier in a N.C. regiment, 37 
years of age, farmer, with previous good health, 
had suffered amputation of the right thigh, Oct. 
17, 1864, for gun-shot wound of knee-joint. 


January 1. The stump had almost cicatrized, 
excepting two small fistulous openings, from 
which somewhat foetid pus discharged, amount- 
ing to 4-5 ounces in 24 hours. 

February 15. Discharge considerably increased 
in quantity. Exploration revealed the bone de- 
nuded of — and much roughened. 

March 11, 1865. The stump having been tho- 
roughly explored and the bone found carious up 
to the head, while the periosteum appeared to be 
in a state of fatty degeneration, amputation at the 
hipjoint was performed, Drs. Giocker and Car- 
| TER assisting. 

Glenoid cavity found healthy. 
ression was made over the pubic bone, upon the 
emoral vessel; arteries tied as they were cut; 
superficial and deep femoral vessels secured by 
ligation; flaps were made somewhat larger than 
usual in hip-joint amputation. Loss of arterial 
blood trifling; flaps secured by silver wire,— 
stump dry-dressed. 

As soon as the patient was restored to con- 
sciousness half an ounce of whisky was adminis- 
tered every fifteen minutes until reaction became 
manifest, and artificial warmth applied. The 
aa rallied completely in a’ few hours, and 
rank during the day nearly a pint of cream and 
ate two soft-boiled eggs. 

Patient convalesced well, under diet mainly of 
cream, eggs, milk, and batter cakes. Opiates as 
required, tinct. ferri, chlor. gtt. xx three times a 
day, and, later, cod-liver oil with aromatic sul- 
phuric acid and whisky. 

July 18, 1865, Patient started for his home, in 
enjoyment of most excellent health, and walking 
with facility about on his crutches. 

The highly favorable progress and result in 
this case Dr. FaunTLeroy attributes to the fol- 
Owing circumstances: 1. The operation was ex- 
peditiously eas 2. The mode of perform- 
ance. 3. The small amount of primary hemor- 
rhage. 4, The comparatively little shock to the 
system; amputation at the Amaia third having 

n performed nearly five months previously, 
bo patient may be said to have parted with his 
ower limb “guttatim.” 5. The -suppuration, 
“ not exceed in quantity the amount frequent- 
Y witnessed after ordinary thigh amputations. 

is ascribed to the assiduous application 
of cold water. 

Undoubtedly, however, 
but nourishing 


Digital com- 


I the excellent, simple, 
diet, and the favorable season of 


PERISCOPE. 





the year, and judicious medical treatment, as 
shown by the report, had also much to do with 
the favorable issue. 


Muscular Paralysis after Diphtheritic Affections 
Me 4 of the Fauces : 
Has been made the subject of observations by Dr. 
Karu Pacensrecuer (Llberfelder Hospitelber- 
icht,—Mediz. Nenig K.) The groups of muscles 
most likely to be thus effected were those of the 
eye, interfering with accommodation and motion ; 
those of the pharynx, respiration, and lastly, of 
the extremities. In the paralytic affections of 
the eye, generally characterized as hypermetro- 
pia, with more or less complete paralysis of ac- 
commodation, the use of the calabar bean ‘was 
followed by rapid and favorable results. A very 
interesting feature was frequently observed in the 
sudden disappearance of the paralysis of one 
muscle, and its attack of another. The disturb- 
ances caused by paralytic affections of the paryn- 
geal and muscles of expiration were sometimes 
of a very violent character, causing, at the same 
time, difficulty of swallowing, breathing, speak- 
ing, and coughing; in such cases the voice was 
almost aphonic, coughing and expectoration. near- 
ly suspended, and the saliva, running into the 
rima glottidis, causing violent!attacks of choking. 
The application of electricity in these forms of 
aresis, as well as in those of the extremities, 
had excellent effects, In paresis of the extremi- 


ties, the catensors. were mainly implicated, it 
never occurred without paresis of the muscles 
of the eye, or pharynx, existing at the same 
time. 

The duration of these affections, under the in- 
fluence of good diet, quinine and iron, is com- 
paratively short—about four weeks. 


Sustaining Treatment in Diphtheria. 

Dr. A. G. Brownina, of Mt. Carmel, Ky., pub- 
lishes an article on diphtheria, in the Cincinnati 
Lancet and Observer. He considers diphtheria, 
of course, as a constitutional disease, but is also 
of opinion, that, in many instances, it is accom- 
panied by the same miasmatic or malarious ele- 
ments which are seen in the autumnal fevers, re- 
mittents, intermittents, and dysentery, although 
he does not claim their association as bearing 
the relation of cause and effect. Scrofulous, 
tubercular constitutions he bas found especially 
obnoxious to the diseage. 

In his treatment Dr. Browninc has always 
followed the indication, “to keep the patient 
alive, till he has time to get well;” in other 
words, to support, eliminate materies morbi, and 
restore lost or impaired function. In uncompli- 
cated cases, chlorate of potassa, . te aE 
every three or fuur hours, volatile liniment to 
throat, and full, generous diet at first. Accord- 
ing as the characteristic depression becomes man- 
ifest after the initial fever, in the soft, frequent, 
and compressible pulse, rather moist and doughy 
surface, cool extremities, general languor, etc., he 
uses quinia alone, or combined with tinct. ferri. 
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chlor., alternating with potassa chlor. ; whisky. 
when indicated, abundance of fresh air at all 
times. Antiphlogistics and purgatives are hurt- 
ful. Locally, Dr. Browninc uses detergent gar- 
gles or washes, such as liq. sodx chlor. Zii. to 
water Zii., or, if the membrane is abundant and 
very firm, perchloride of iron, full strength, one 
or two applications in twenty-four hours. 

Caustic are unreservedly condemned. But 
the main reliance is placed on the supporting 
treatment; of thirty-seven cases thus treated by 
Dr. Brownine and his brother, none died. 


—_——_ 
o-or> 


Reviews and Book Notices. 





NOTES ON BOOKS. 
Ashton on Diseases of the Rectum.* 

This author well remarks, that ‘‘in the whole 
range of surgical pathology, no class of diseases 
among civilized communities is so prevalent, 
causes more suffering, or induces co many varied 
and distressing sympathetic affections as those of 
the rectum.” The diagnosis of such affections 
is often difficult, and their treatment a matter re- 
quiring much judgment. It is well, therefore, 
for every physician to have within reach a sound 
and thorough treatise upon them; such as we 
consider Mr. Asuton’s book to be. We know of 
none better. 

Glancing over his subjects, we find them to be: 
1st. Irritation and Iiching of the Anus. 2d. In- 
flammation and Excoriation of the Anus. 34. 
Excrescences of the Anal Region. For these, 
when large, he advises excision; sometimes fol- 
lowed by use of nitrate of silver. 4th. Contrac- 
tion of the Anus. One cause of this is the con- 
tact of syphilitic or gonorrboeal matter with the 
anus, Sometimes, however, it is congenital. 
The symptoms much resemble those of stricture 
higher up. Besides general treatment, dilatation 
with bougies is proper. 5th. Fissure of the Anus 
and lower part of the Rectum. This Mr. Asu- 
Ton considers to be not only frequent, but a 
cause of more suffering, in proportion to the pa- 
thological condition of the structures involved, 
than any other disease; and yet it is much ne- 
glected by surgical writers. 

In ‘most recent cases Mr. Asuton does not 
think an operation necessary. A soothing appli- 
cation recommended is an unguent, of a drachm 
of extract of belladonna in an ounce of spermac 
ointment, or of ointment of acetate of lead. We 


venture to suggest, instead of the last, the cerate 





* On the Diseases, Injuries and Malformations of the 
Rectum and Anus; with remarks on Habitual Consti- 
pation. By T. J. Asnron, Fellow of the Royal Medi- 
co-Chirurg. Society, etc., ete. With Illustrations. 
Second American, from the Fourth and Revised 
English Edition, pp. 300. Philadelphia: Henry C. 
Lea, 1866. Price $3.25. 
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of carbonate of lead; made by mixing two drachms 
of carbonate of lead with an ounce of simple cerate, 
We would add another suggestion; that in al 
superficial fissures, of whatever part, collodion, 
softened by adding one fiftieth of glycerin, isa 
admirable application. 

The operation often called for by intractable 
fissure of the anus is, of course, if the previous 
trial of cauterization fail, incision through the 
ulcer. Mr. Asuton follows Bropre and Syue in 
urging that a very limited incision only is neces- 
sary; not going through the sphincter. 

6th. Neuralgia of the Anus and Extremity of 
the Rectum. 7th. Inflammation of the Rectum. 
In the sthenic form of this affection, and in ple 
thoric individuals, Mr. Asnton advises taking 
blood locally by cupping over the sacrum and 
perineum, or by leeches around the anus. 8th. 
Ulceration of the Rectum. 

9th. Hemorrhoidal Affections. This is perhaps 
the most important chapter in the book; andit 
is excellent. Discarding the common notion that 
piles are essentially venous enlargements (dis 
proved by the familiar fact that when they bleed 
the blood is arterial), he quotes Monrrcre’s clas 
sification of eight varieties of hemorrhoidal com- 
plaints; dwelling more, however, upon the prac 
tical distinction between external and internal 
hemorrhoids. An admirable description and hjs- 
tory is given of both of these. 

We think he exaggerates the danger from the 
sloughing of external piles, or of internal one 
caught without the sphincter; from which, he 
says (p. 100), he has “‘seen the lives of several 
individuals nearly sacrificed.” We have seen, a 
Bropie describes in the case of Horne Tooke, 
spontaneous total cure thus produced as satisfae 
torily as by any operation. 

As unguents, applicable, by means of a bougie, 
to painful internal piles, Mr. Asnron recom 
mends combinations of opium, hyoscyamus @ 
conium with spermaceti ointment (pulv. opii gr. 
x., vel ext. hyoscyam., vel ext. conii in 3j.) T 
best local astringent for excessive bleeding be 
considers to be a solution of tannic acid; froms 
seruple to a drachm in six ounces of water. © In 
the acute stage of large and tense external hem 
orrhoids, he advises evacuating the con 
blood by a free incision with a bistoury. 

For persistent external piles, he urges that the 
only satisfactory remedy is excision. For the 
internal, which require operation, the ligaturt 
should always be preferred. Most internal piles 
can, however, be successfully treated without such 
surgical interference; by keeping the bowels easy, 
and injecting cold water or lime-water after each 
dejection, and other palliative means. The prt 
ference of the ligature for the removal of interns! 
hemorrhoids is based on the danger of serious # 
fatal bleeding. It is justified by the experien® 
not only of Mr. AsuTon himself, but by that als 
of Sir A. Cooper, Bropiz, and Syme. An ample 
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account is given, with wood-cats, of all the neces- 
sary procedures. A considerable number of cases 
follows, to illustrate the subject. 

Mr, Aspton treats in chapter X. of Enlarge- 
ment of Hemorrhoidal Veins. For this he thinks 
regimen and medical treatment more available 
than surgical. XI. Prolapsus of the Rectum. If 
palliative management does not suffice for this, 
he advises, for the less severe forms, cauteriza- 
tion of the prolapsed mucous membrane with con- 
centrated nitric acid. For more voluminous pro- 
cidentia, /igation followed by excision is preferred. 
When it is not the mucous membrane but the 
sphincter ani that is in an abnormal state, excision 
from both sides of the anal margin, will be most 
likely to induce contraction, and restore support. 

XII. Abscess near the Rectum. This and Fis- 
tula, chap. XIII, are very well discussed. We 
have space only to note Mr. Asnron’s advice, 
that, for the acute stage or condition of the for- 
mer, not only leeches, but general blood-letting 
may be necessary in robust and plethoric persons. 
Excellent remarks are made on the mode of open- 
ing an abscess. He prefers for this, in all cases, 
a straight bistoury, with a fine point, and smooth 
sharp edge. An abscess lancet, whose point, 
after insertion, is brought out by elevating it, 
gives, he considers, unnecessary pain. More- 
over, a surgeon’s knife should never be plunged 
anywhere; that saves neither time nor pain. 

n fistula, we have not room to cite his obser- 
vations. One important fact is quoted from M. 
Rises; that the internal opening in fistula is 
never more than an inch and a quarter from the 
anus. While it is vain to hope that this affection 
can often be cured without an operation, it is sat- 
isfactory to know that an incision of limited ex- 
tent will always suffice. It need not go beyond the 
internal opening into the bowel. 

The other subjects treated of in this work are 
Polypi of the Rectum, Stricture; Malignant Dis- 
eases, Injuries of, and Foreign Bodies in the Ree- 


-tum, Malformations, and Habitual Constipation. 


They are all well considered. 

The first edition of Mr. Asnton’s book was 
severely criticised, some years ago, for its want 
of originality, and largé indebtedness to a work 


by a distinguished American author. It has now 
so much improved, however, that we may apply 


to it the old proverb,—‘ Ye gocde wine needs no 
Bushe.” . 


Semeleder on Rhinoscopy and Laryngoscopy.* 

We have read the greater part of this book, 
not without a sense of fatigue. One must grow 
accustomed to it, or to its subject, to enjoy it; as 
one would to having a mirror in the fauces. 





¢ Rhinoscopy and La oscopy ; their value in Prac- 

tical Medicine. By ip all SemeLepeRr, Phy- 
sician in Ordinary to His Majesty the Emperor of 
Mexico, ete., ete. “Trans. from the German by Ep- 
warp T. Caswett, M. D. With wood-cuts and two 
New York: William 
6. Price $2.60. 
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Plainly written, however, as it is, it is full and 
intelligible. Every physician®ought, of course, 
to be an adept with the laryngoscope; bat how 
many are so? A man in large practice may see, 
we should suppose, half a dozen or more cases in 
a year in which it may be useful; and a score or 
so besides, in which it may be wsed. Every one 
therefore should, as a matter of duty, get. an in- 
strument and read this book. Let us quote the 
conclading enthusiastic words of Dr. CasweE.t, 
the Translator. 


“The ‘ patience and perseverance’ of the Ger- 
mans, 80 wondered at by the French, and the 
German ‘cold-bloodedness’ which astonishes them 
so much, have again wonatriumph. Czermak, 
to whom we owe all our progress in this depart- 
ment of surgery, can look back upon the last six 
years with contentment and pride. His name is 
forever united with the history of laryngoscopy, 
and I am proud to have been his earliest student, 
To him I dedicate these lines with grateful affec- 
tion and friendly regard.” 


The. Principles of Surgery. By James Sythe, 
F. R. S. E., Surgeon in Ordinary to the Queen in 
Scotland; Professor of Clinical Surgery in the 
University of Edinburgh; member of the Gen- 
eral Medical Council, etc. ete. To which are 
appended his treatises on the Diseases of the 
Rectum, Stricture of the Urethra, and Fistula 
in Perineo, the Excision of Diseased Joints, 
and numerous additional contributions to the 
Pathology and Practice of Surgery. Edited by 
his former peril. Donatp Mac.ean, M. D., 

-L. R. C. 8. E., Professor of the Institutes of 
Medicine, and Lecturer on Clinical Surgery, 
Queen’s University, Canada. Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1866. 

This volume is presented to the American pro- 
fession at the suggestion of an old pupil of Pro- 
fessor Syme. Several editions of his Principles 
have been published, but we have in this, the 
fifth, considerable new and valuable matter intro- 
duced, and in addition, a collection of many val- 
uable papers which have fallen from the pen of 
this distinguished Scotsman at different times. 
As a strong thinker, a clear forcible writer, and 
a bold operator, Prof. Symz has few, if any, su- 
periors. Many of the subjects, however, are 
treated of in a very meagre manner, with too 
little attention to detail, while others are quite 
open to criticism in the light of modern pathol- 
ogy. That portion of the work devoted to the 
consideration of fractures is, we are sorry to say 
it, very much short of what the profession had a 
right to expect from one of Prof. Syue’s reputa- 
tion and experience. It would prove a sorry 
guide to one entering on the duties of his art in 
the United States, where so much attention has 
been given and so much valuable matter contrib- 
uted to a grave subject. Withal, it is a valuable 
work; the work of a ¢ mind. Nothing which 
comes frdm the hands of such a master can be 
lightly spoken of, and we commend it to our 
readers as worthy of an attentive perusal. 
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A SOCIAL EVIL—INFANTIPHOBIA. 

There is to be found among a numerous class 
of American women, both among the ignorant 
and the educated,—more so, perhaps, among the 
latter, and not unfrequently among the highly 
educated, and those who pretend to refinement 
and culture, no less than those who claim to be 
guided by the experiences of religion,—a per- 
version of the moral instincts of human and 
womanly nature, which it is difficult to account 
for, and which, unfortunately, finding practical 
application in the relations of woman, as wife 
and mother, has given rise to a social evil, which 
is daily growing, and threatens to assume almost 
the character of a national vice. We allude to 
what may be expressed in one word, coined for 
the occasion—INFANTIPHOBIA. 

Whatever views one may entertain regarding 
that favorite theme of modern philosophers and 
reformers—"‘the sphere of woman,”—and how- 
ever deeply we may be impressed with the truth 
that somehow the conventionalities, if not the 
laws of society, have restricted woman’s activity, 
and prevented her from developing, and utilizing 
to the fullest extent, her various talents in the 
business walks of life, and from realizing remu- 
neration for work she performs, commensurate 
with the remumeration received by the other sex, 
for the same amount of work, it cannot be denied 
that there is one sphere, at least, in which, if she 
chooses, she can display without danger of. re- 
straint, her full powers and her greatest genius, 

Or, can the audacity of the so-called “‘progres- 
sive ideas” of this century go really so far as to 
claim that the raising, bringing up, and educat- 
ing of children, which was from times immemo- 
rial, even among the ancient heathen, considered 
a sacred one among the duties of the womanly 
sphere, is entitled to no more consideration than 
any of the common accidents of life? Can indif- 
ference regarding the highest moral obligations 
of man exercise a more baneful influence than 
just here, where it undermines the very foundation 
of society, and saps the roots upon which depends 
the healthy growth of the family-life? 

For the life and healthy growth of a nation, 
the sound development and moral status of so- 
ciety, the happiness pf communities of men, 
depend ultimately upon the condition of ramry- 
tirz. If that is held together by the mere cohe- 
sive force of material interests and conventional 
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traditions; if it is robbed of the high impulses of 
the better, spiritual part of man’s nature; if er. 
pediency, outward show, and fashion, replace 
veneration, charity and love in the government 
of the family, we may be assured that the con. 
munity, society, the nation, which is made up of 
this sort of family-life, equally lacks the high 
impulses of a pure, unselfish patriotism, and is 
destined to be wrecked finally upon the breakey 
of ungoverned ambition, and the chase afte 
wealth and empire. The history of the downfall 
and ruin of old empires and republics has always 
been coéval with, and dated from the decay ani 
rottenness of family-life. 

Is it not a matter at which we may justly fed 
alarmed, when we see growing among Amer 
can women a spirit of infantiphobia,—whicd 
calls children “nuisances,” “encumbrances,” ani 
which does not stop at calling names, but lead 
to the employment of the most injurious ani 
often criminal means of preventing increase of 
family? There are thousands of married women, 
who have been led by this “fashionable” spirit 
into physical and moral ruin, who are invalids 
for life, and over whose family circle hovers the 
dark shadow of maternal innocence and sanctity 
forever lost. What wonder if such homes ar 
dreary and desolate? What wonder if the worl 
is shocked at the fearful depravity of family-life, 
when by accident one case of thousands is 
brought before the public? 

There is only one remedy. It consists ins 
radieal change of female education. Girls ar 
educated now to get married. But what after 
they are married?‘ How many enter the bonds 
of matrimony, splendid parlor-specimens of we 
manhood, but unfit to make a home pleasant, 
cheerful, and attractive? A beautiful piece of 
embroidery, or a fluent conversation on the ar 
cient and modern poets, are no recompenses fors 
miserable dinner, and a: disorderly household 
We know of many parents who allow thei 
daughters to sit in silk and satin all day, paint 
ing, novel-reading, and doing nothing,—waiting 
to get married. When they do get married, they 
know neither how to take care of themselves 
their husbands or their children. And as the 
latter are of some trouble to the best of mother 
no wonder if these poor miseducated girls fal 
into the traps of abortionists, and become firmly 
converted to INFANTIPHOBIA, 

This is plain talk, but it is needed. The infix 
ence of physicians is great in directing family 
sentiment and education; and it is our duty# 
counteract with all our might this rapidly gre 
ing evil. ’ 
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Notes and Comments. 


Alcohol as an Antidote for Strychnia. « 

The Dublin Medical Press in one of its recent 
numbers copied from the Reporrer Dr. Farns- 
worTH’s case of strychnine poisoning. In the 
number following, Dr. Samvet Haventon, of 
Trinity College, Dublin, publishes a short letter, 
in which he objects to the interpretation given 
by Dr. Farnswortn of the antidotal effects of 
alcohol, and suggests that, as the strychnia was 
taken with chewing-tobacco, “it is quite clear 
that the well known antidote, nicotine, was taken 
with the strychnia,” and “that the cure should 
be set down to the tobacco, and not to the gin.” 

We cannot see why this should be quite clear. 
The account of the case clearly states that tetanic 
convulsions, characteristic of strychnine poison- 
ing, did occur; the tobacco, containing the strych- 
nine, was used, as ordinarily, by an habitual 
chewer, and it is difficult to believe that a suffi- 
cient amount of nicotine was present in the 
tobacco to counteract the large dose of strych- 
nia taken; the simple fact that the spasms oc- 
curred is, in itself, proof that the tobacco-juice 
which had been swallowed was not a sufii- 
cient antidote. Furthermore, the convulsions 
ceased in a couple of hours, after the rapid ad- 
ministration of over a half-pint of strong gin— 
with very little signs of intoxication. Dr. Haven- 
ton’s strictures on Dr. Farnswortn’s conclusions 
are, we think, untenable. 


The Philadelphia Hospital Association. 

On Thursday evening, Feb. Ist, this Society 
held its regular monthly meeting. A goodly 
number of the members were present, notwith- 
standing the fact that several of those who usu- 
ally take an active part in the exercises, were 
unavoidably detained by professional duties. 

An interesting paper on Acupressure, illus- 
trated by drawings, was read by Dr. War.es, 
Resident Pyhsician at the Philadelphia Hospital. 


This association, composed of the resident and | $™ 


ex-residents of nearly all the city hospitals, pro- 
mises to become one of the most important and 
useful of the many medical societies having an 
existence in this city. It has for its object the 
reporting of interesting cases as they occur in the 
city hospitals, and also the presenting of rare 
pathological specimens. All the members are 
thoroughly interested, and it is decidedly a live 
society. Long may it continue to exert a favor- 
able influence on the medical profession of Phil- 
adelphia. 
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A Silver Wedding. 

Tokens of appreciation, in the form of golden 
and silver weddings, and presents of money and 
other valuables, are so common now-a-days toward 
clergymen, as scarcely to excite notice. But it 
is seldom, indeed, that a member of the medical 
profession is so favored. Such, however, was the 
happy experience, on the 6th ult., of Dr. 8. W. 
Tuayer, of Burlington, Vermont, and his wife, 
on the twenty-fifth anniversary of their wedding- 
day. . They were the recipients of a note of con- 
gratulation from a number of their neighbors and 
friends, accompanied with substantial tokens of 
regard. The following is the note: 


* Burlington, Vt., Jan. 6, 1866. 
“Dr. Toaver AND Mrs. THayeEr: 


“The undersigned, a few of your friends, beg 
leave to offer for your acceptance on this auspi- 
cious occasion of your ‘“‘silver wedding,” the 
accompanying service of plate, and watch and 
chain, as mementos to yourselves of the happy 
and useful years that have been passed to your 
eredit in the “Book of Time;” and to us, as 
well as to you, not only as slight but earnest 
tokens of the friendship and respect with which 
we, in common with our fellow-citizens of Ver- 
mont, regard you personally, but of the high 
appreciation with which the whole people view 
the vigorous, faithful, and efficient efforts of Doc- 
tor Tuayer to alleviate and remove to the utmost - 
the hardships and sufferings of the soldiers of 
Vermont, in field and hospital, during the late 
rebellion, a work which many widows and or- 
phans, and all soldiers gratefully remember, and 
which will add radiance even to the happy day 
when the gliding years shall bring you, ia we ° 
hope,) with added honors and riper years, to your 
wedding of gold.” 

We will leave our readers to imagine Doctor 
Tuayer’s reply, only remarking that it was 
worthy of the occasion. 


“The gifts referred to were a costly gold 
watch, of American manufacture, (by Howarp 
& Co., of Roxbury, ‘Mass.,) costing $250, and 
whose value as a time-keeper even surpasses that 
of its rich and heavy huntin , and costly 
chain; and a superb table service of meg 
of over sixty pieces, at a cost of over 700 dol- 

mprising a large tea salver, richly en- 
ved, tea-set of six pieces, elegant coffee urn, 
ice pitcher, salver, and goblets, dinner and break- 
fast castors, a dozen each of silver forks, dinner 
and dessert knives, and nut-picks, pickle-castor, 
revolving butter-dish, up, call-bell, etc. 
A number of the Doctor’s friends assembled at 
his house on Saturday evening, to add their greet- 
ings and congratulations to their gifts, which 
were by no means confined to those we have 
mentioned. In addition to these, a table was 
covered with beautiful presents, among which 
were an elegant wine-stand of silver, with bottles 
and goblets of Bohemian glass, the en offering 
of several tlemen, a rich solid silver cake 





dish from De Forest, of New York, butter- 
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dish from Hon. and Mrs Portus Baxtsr, butter- 
dish and saltcellars from the Doctor’s medical 
class, cake-basket from Dr. and Mrs. Carpenter, 
a silver dollar from C. P. Tuayver, and a number 
of spoons, saltcellars, butter-knives, etc., from 
others. All present were most cordially wel- 
comed and hospitably entertained by the genial 
Doctor and Mrs. Tarver, and made to feel that 
the chief value to them of these beautiful oxter- 
ings lay in the good-will and respect; of which 
they were the testimonials.” 

To the friends of our readers we say, ‘‘Go 


thou, and do likewise.” 


Philadelphia Hospital. 

This hospital has a very large class, and its 
clinical material is abundant and unsurpassed. 
Professor ALFrep Sritxé is conducting the medi- 
~eal, and Dr. R. J. Levis the ‘surgical clinics. 
The nitrous-oxide gas is used very satisfactorily 
as an anesthetic at the surgical clinics. 


eS Srevens Broruers, 17 Henrietta street, 
Covent Garden, London, England, send us their 
catalogue of books and periodicals. They are 
general agents for and deal largely in American 
books and periodicals, and will attend promptly 
to any orders sent them. 


Philadelphia County Medical Society. 

The next conversational meeting of this So- 
ciety will be held on Wednesday evening, the 
14th day of February inst. The discussion will 
be on Puerperal Fever, which was continued from 
a former meeting, and will be introduced by 
Prof. S. D. Hartow, M. D. 


New Medical Journais. 

Several new medical journals are announced. 

Drs. J. G. & W. E. Westuoretanp, of Atlanta, 
Ga., announce the re-issue of the Atlanta Medical 
and Surgical Journal. 

Dr. Joun McCoy, Indianapolis, Indiana, an- 
nounces a new medical journal to be issued in 
that city, the first number to be issued this 
month. ; 

We have received the Prospectus of the “ De- 
troit Review of Medicine and Pharmacy.” The 
first number will be issued in March. It will be 
a monthly, at $3 per annum. 

We have also received the January and Feb- 
ruary numbers of the Journal of Materia Medica, 
published by Trtpen, of New Lebanon, N. Y. 


Treatment of Cholera infantum. 


Prof. Pottrrzer, of Vienna, in a treatise on 
this subject, published in the Oesterr. Jahrb. fir 
Rinderheilk., stro recommends the use of 
camphor in acute intestinal catarrh and cholera 


infantum—the earlier in the disease the better. 
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FOREIGN. 


U. 8. Mail Steamer Fulton, ) 
At sea, Jan, 4, 1866. 


On the “ Roiling Sea.” 
Eprror Mepicat anv Sureicat Rerorter: 


Finding myself, during the past summer and 
autumn, the subject of an unpleasant catarrhal 
trouble, affecting chiefly the Schneiderian and 
bronchial membranes, I concluded, instead of 
confining myself to artificial methods of treat 
ment, to avail myself of an opportunity offered 
by the reéstablishment of the New York and 
Havre line of steam packets, (withdrawn during 
the war,) to accept the post of Surgeon on board 
this vessel, and thereby seek the advice of that 
long famous physician, Dr. Neprune. Though 
assured, in advance, of the nature of his prescrip- 
tions, I yet longed to meet him vis a vis, in his 
own home, and accordingly left New York on the 
23d of December, knowing that, being once com- 
mitted to his care, there would be no possibility 
of escape from his routine of practice. 

In about twenty-four hours after quitting terra 
Jirma, the influence of his recipe began to be 
apparent, and for ten days, he has kept me under 
the action of his favorite and almost universal 
medicine, nauseants and emetics. The effect 
thereof upon the bronchial disturbance has been 
most decided, all cough having almost immedi- 
ately subsided, and returned, in a very slight de- 
gree, only since being released from the emetic 
influence. 


The phenomena of the ocean have thus far 
— very interesting and of great variety, and 
ave been doubly enjoyed on account of the very 
substantial and security-giving character of dur 
noble transport, which, amid some heavy gales 
and storms, has proved herself a first-rate sea 
boat. It being my intention to return by the 
same conveyance, I will defer any account of the 
sea scenes to some future opportunity. 
The Ship’s Surgeon. 

Just before leaving home, I received a request 
from a young professional brother, to aid him in 
procuring a position ‘similar to that I now tem-. 
porarily hold, viz., surgeon .of a asm oe ship. 
As there are, probably, many making their exit 
every year from medical colleges, desirous of ob- 
taining similar positions, either temporarily ot 
agraoen it has occurred to me to describe 
or your and their information what I may un- 
derstand of the character, advantages, and disad- 
vantages of such positions in gencral. 

In the first place, taking a practical view of 
the duties of the post, its occupant must’ be not 
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only the physician and surgeon, but also the 
apothecary of the ship, and to be successful in 
the latter, must be familiar with the quantities of 
medicines without the opportunity of weighing, 
as amid the pitching and swinging of his little 
sanctum of a shop on deck, scales and weights 
are of very little use. Fluids are, however, 
easily measured, and as these are most generally 
available, the above is but a minimum difficulty, 
even with those least familiar with the druggist’s 
art. 

A more important consideration is the personal 
advantages derivable from the office. These con- 
sist, first, of a good living for the time, with pay 
in reasonable, though variable amount, (on this 
line, $70 a month); second, an occasional oppor- 
tunity for a fee from the passengers for the treat- 
ment of accidents, or diseases incident to expo- 
sures, either on sea or on land before leaving, 
(the crew only having a claim to the surgeon’s 
free aid); third, the familiar acquaintances made 
among the passengers, which may, in some in- 
stances, be of use in after life; fourth, the oppor- 
tunity afforded, though very brief, of visiting 
foreign lands. 

As a general rule, the surgeon, being part of 
the crew, must sign the “ship’s articles,” bind- 
ing himself to complete the full voyage, i. e., re- 
bap with her; at least, he isin honor bound to 

0 80. 

For a few trips in this capacity, it will be seen, 
therefore, that the advantages are such as to jus- 
tify the movement, for a young beginner, before 
settling down permanently on land. 


The disadvantages incident to this post, refer 
chiefly to its permanent tenure, whereby the 
incumbent is deprived not only of the advan- 
tages of all professional associations and so- 


ciety, and enjoys very little of those opportu- 
nities so essential to improvement in the Slow 
ledge of the science and art of medicine, but 
also closes against him, almost wholly, the 
facilities for securing a good practice and livin 
for his advanced life. Every dry-land practi- 
tioner has to rely, in great measure, for success 
in business, — his reputation among his fellow- 
citizens, and for this he embraces every occasion 
to secure acquaintances, extensive, influential, 
and permanent. For all this, and for opportuni- 
ties of study and writing, ‘‘a life on the ocean 
wave, and a home on the rolling deep.” affords as 
little prospect as for a solid road on which to 
travel to visit his patients. There is no promo- 
tion, and can be no permanent practice at sea. 

This brief enumeration of the pros and cons 
may suffice to present the subject in sufficient 
force to enable any of your numerous readers, 
who have occasion to consider it, to discuss it more 
at length, and therefore, I here let it drop. 


The number of passengers at this season of the 
year is small, but on this occasion, the company 
consists, almost unanimously, of gentlemen and 
ladies of marked education and intelligence, tra- 
vellers for pleasure mostly, and a few for busi- 
ness. A few evenings since, on my motion, they 


CORRESPONDENCE. 





117 


were assembled in the cabin, (constituting what 
was dubbed ‘‘ The Fulton Itinerary Philosophical 
Society,’’) to listen to a highly interesting essay, 
by a townsman of yours, on the origin of the Gulf 
Stream, an abstract of which I will give you in 
my next seine . 
ery truly yours, 
Joun H. Griscom. 
a 


DOMESTIC. 


Nitrous-oxide Gas in Capital Operations. 
Epiror Mepicat anp Surcicat Reporter: 


I observe in your last number, January 27th, 
a communication from Dr. Extsworts, of Hart- 
ford, in which he states that I was in error in 
supposing that I was the first to perform a capi- 
tal surgical operation under the influence of ni- 
trous-oxide gas, as he had amputated a limb 
eighteen years ago, Dr. Wexts himself adminis- 
tering the gas. I was aware, when I wrote my 
letter on this subject, that one or more surgical 
operations had been performed in Hartford, about 
the time of Wet1’s discovery. I therefore, if you 
will observe, distinctly stated that mine are the 
first capital operations performed under the influ- 
ence of the gas, since the discovery of WeELLs, 
meaning since that epoch. I did not lay claim 
to any peenty in the use of the gas, nor to any 
particular merit, except that of reviving its use 
for surgical purposes, after it had been aban- 
doned in favor of chloroform and ether for nearly 
eighteen years, and proying and corroborating 
the fact that it is preferable to either, and per- 
fectly suitable for all surgical operations of short 
duration. 

I am pleased to find that so distinguished a 
surgeon as Dr. E:tswortn, should have been one 
of the first to practically demonstrate the angs- 
thetic qualities of nitrous-oxide gas in surgery 


£ proper. 


Since my letter in December, I have performed 
four more capital operations upon adults, viz., 
one amputation of the thigh, one of the leg, the 
removal of a tumor from the side, and the extrac- 
tion of a cataract, making in all, since last July, 
seven successful capital operations under the in- 
fluence of anesthesia produced by the nitrous- 
oxide gas. I have also, during this time, used 
chloroform and ether in many operations, and 
my opinion in regard to the superiority of the 
nitrous-oxide as an anzsthetic, is still unchanged. 
I believe, however, that there is t room for 
improvement in the mode of administration of the 
gas; one principal fault at present being the re- 

ted inhalation of the same material. An in- 


seruseen which will act by a vavular arrange- 


, would obviate 
this difficulty, and I have no t but that some 
skilful mechanician will produce one that will 
meet the necessary requirements. 

The necessity which exists for some anzsthetic 
agent which will enable the patient to place hint- 


ment, as in Rezp’s stomach- 


* 
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self in the hands of the operator without fear of 
the unpleasant, dangerous, and sometime fatal 
effects of chloroform and sulphuric ether, renders 
the consideration of this subject a matter of much 
importance to the profession and to the world at 
large, and the elucidation and record of new 
facts connected with it may be made the basis of 
future improvements. 

With the exception of the undoubted claim 
which Weits has to the discovery of anzsthesia 
for surgical purposes, I regard the historical part 
of the subject as of comparatively small import. 
As the matter now stands, however, by reference 
to Senator Truman Suitn’s Congressional report, 
referred to by Dr. Exuswortn, I find that on 
August 17th, 1847, Dr. E. E. Marcy, then of 
Hartford, now of this city, removed a scirrhous 
testicle; that on January Ist, 1848, Dr. P. W. 
Extsworts, of Hartford, performed an amputa- 
tion of the thigh on a boy, and that, three days 
after, Dr. S. B. Beresrorp, of the same place, 
removed an adipose tumor, six ounces in weight, 
from the shoulder of an adult. 

Since these operations, performed at the time 
of Wetts’ discovery, nitrous-oxide gas, as an 
anesthetic, has been absolutely abandoned in 
capital surgery, until my operation, the extirpa- 
tion of a cancerous mammary tumor, with en- 
Hi ge cancerous glands ‘in the axilla, on the 
22d of July, 1865, an interval of about eighteen 
years. The period of time (sixteen minutes) that 
the patient was kept under the influenee of the 
gas, during that operation, is, as far as 1 know, 
the longest on record. I must state, however, 
that during this time, the bag containing the 
gas was removed several times from the mouth 
of the | gene in order that the lungs might be 
injected with atmospheric air. , 

The subject now remains open for future ex- 
periment to develope the further capabilities of 
the nitrous-exide gas as an anesthetic agent. 

J. M. Carnocuan, M. D. 

New York, Jan. 30, 1866. 

ee 
Nitrous Oxide. 
Eprrorn Mepicat anv Sureicat Reporter: 

Your reviewer, in his notice of “Sansom on 
Cutorororm,”’ when speaking of nitrous oxide as 
an anwsthetic, says: ‘We ask, by the way, and 
would like to see answered, the query, what be- 
comes, in the now increasing and successful use 
of nitrous oxide in surgery, of the wild excite- 
ment familiar to every student of chemistry.” 

The gas may be given so as to produce “wild 
excitement;”’ or it may be administered so as to 
produce perfect angwsthesia in about one minute. 
This difference in the effects of the gas, is found 
in the quantity given, and in the manner of ad- 
ministering it. Your chemist, who gives it to 
his student for amusement, uses a small bag of 
the capacity of two or three gallons, with a 
mouth-piece of small calibre, and allows the air 
to mingle with the gas in the lungs. 
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Now, if instead of this minature apparatus 
you use a six or eight gallon bag with a mouth- 
piece having a calibre of at least five-eighths of an 
inch, and having closed the nostrils of the pa 
tient, introduce the mouth-piece after an expira- 
tion, taking care that the lips are perfectly closed 
around it, so that no air shall enter, you will 
have no “wild excitement,” but perfect anas 
thesia. Cuaries H. Suears, M.D. 

Sharon, Ct., Jan. 22, 1866. 





N ews and Miscellany. 


Philadelphia County Medical Society. 
At the annual meeting held on the 17th day of 
January, 1866, the following officers and delegates 
were elected for the ensuing year: 


President—Dr. Wu. Maysurry. 


Vice-President, {DF Roamer Bonny, 


Recording Secretary—Dr. Wu. B. Atkinson. 
Assistant Recording Secretary—Dr. H. Y. Evans. 
Corresponding Secretary—Dr. H. St. Cuarr Asa. 
Treasurer—Dr. ANDREW NEBINGER. 

Censor—Dr. A. H. Fisu. 


Delegates to the American Medical Association. 

Dr. H. St. Clair Ash, Dr. N. L. Hatfield, 

« W. L. Atlee, Wilson Jewell, 

Robert Burns, W. L. Knight, 
C. 8. Boker, Jas. J. Levick, 
A. Cheeseman, William Mayburry, 
James M. Corse, A. Nebinger, 
David Gilbert, Winthrop Sargent, 
George Hamilton, E. B. Shapleigh. 


The Delegates to the American Medical Association, 
from the Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, who are members of the Philadelphia (. 
Medical Society are: 


Dr. L. P. Gebhard, Dr. J. H. Smaltz. 


Delegates to the Medical Society 
vania, which will meet at 


o the State of Pennsyl- 
ingston, in Luzerne 
county, on Wednesday, the 13th day of June next: 


H. St. Clair Ash, 
W. L. Atlee, 

C. 8. Boker, 

Jno. Bell, 

W. H. Bunn, 
James M. Corse, 
Joseph R. Coad, 
R. J. Dunglison, 
H. Y. Evans, 
Lewis P. Gebhard, 
A. W. Griffiths, 
Thomas Hay, 

A. G. B. Hinkle, 
H. Lenox Hodge, 
Wilson Jewell, « 
A. L. Kennedy, 


~ F. a 

ose eidy, 

R. i. Lee, 4 

A. 8. McMurray, 

A. Nebinger, 

B. Price, 

W. M. L. Richards, 
ent, 


Dr. 
“ 
“ec 
“ 


Dr. 
“oe 


“ 


L. Turnbull, 
Ellerslie Wallace, 
Charles F, Wittig. 
The following is a list of the ex-officio Delegates frm 
iladelphia to the Medical Society of the State ¢ 
Pennsylvania: 
Dr. W. B. Atkinson, 


Dr. N. L. Hatfield 
“ D. Francis Condie, *Mayb 





+ & A. H. Fish, . 


“ William Mayburry- 
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Council of Hygiene. 
(Citizens’ Association of New York.) 


Officers. —JosEPH M. Surrn, M. D., President. 
Witiakp Parker, M.D., Vice-Presid’t. 
Srepuen Suita, M. D., Secretary. 

Members.—Edward Delafield, M. D., James 

Anderson, M. D., James R. Wood, M. D., Alonzo 

Clark, M. D., Elisha Harris, M. D., Isaac E. a 

lor, M. D., Alfred C. Post, M. D., Henry D. Bulk- 

ley, M. D., R. Ogden Doremus, M. D., Charles 

Henschel, M. D., John W. Draper, M. D., Gurdon 

Buck, M. D. 


Organizations for Effecting Sanitary Improve- 
ments of Towns, and for the Prevention and 
Mitigation of Cholera. 


At a meeting of the Council of Hygiene, held 
December 10th, the following preamble and reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted: 


Whereas, the commercial and social relations 
of the cities, villages, and communities of the 
State have become so intimate by the great facili- 
ties for travel, that contagious, infectious, and 
epidemic diseases are rapidly and widely dissemi- 
nated from populous towns, where they are fos- 
tered and frequently generated by the neglect of 
sanitary works, to other towns along the principal 
public thoroughfares, and to the most remote 
rural districts; and 

Whereas, cholera, the most fatal of modern 
epidemics, and soon apparently to visit this coun- 
try, is governed by the same law of progression 
as other pestilential diseases, spreading from 
town to town along the great routes of travel, 
and selecting the filthy and unclean districts of 
cities for its ravages; and 

Whereas, experience teaches that the commu- 
nicable diseases of towns and epidemic cholera 
may be controlled, and frequently suppressed, by 
the timely and rigid enforcement of proper sani- 
tary regulations; and that when the atter is 
prevailing its severity may he greatly mitigated, 
and its fatal issues prevented by the prompt and 
efficient treatment of its premonitary symptoms; 
therefore 

Resolved, That the people of this State have a 
common interest in the public health of its cities 
and villages; and, for their own safety, as well 


as for the public good, should, with united effort, |™ 


sustain every measure designed to effect sanitary 
improvements of towns, and to prevent the spread 
of pestilential diseases therefrom. 

Resolved, That in view of the approach of 
Asiatic cholera, we urge the medical profession 
of the State of New York to form voluntary or- 
ganizations in every city, town, village, and com- 
munity exposed to an attack of the epidemic, for 
the purpose of effecting, first, needed local sani- 
tary improvements; and, second, to organize a 
corps of house-to-house visitors, who, in the event 
of the prevalence of cholera, shall visit the poor 
at their homes daily, and search out and promptly 
treat all cases of premonitory diarrhoea. 

_Resolved, That all such ofganizations be in- 
vited to co d directly with this council, and 
with each other, in order to concert of action in 
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the adoption and prosecution of measures of pre- 
vention and mitigation of cholera, and for the 
purpose of a systematic study of its various phe- 
nomena over a large field. 


Gunpowder Marks. 


Dr. H. Davies states in the London Lancet 
that he has found the following treatment most 
successful: Smear the scorched surface with gly- 
cerine, by means of a feather, then apply cotton 
wadding ; lastly, cover with oil silk. In one case 
the discoloration was very great, the patient look- 
ing more like a mummy than a living being. 
It entirely subsided in a month by the above 
treatment. 


Treatment of Phthisis. 


Dr. Fuster reported some time ago, before the 
Paris Academy, his treatment of phthisis, as em- 
ployed with good results at the clinic in Mont- 
pellier, under his charge. It consists in the use 
of raw mutton or beef, given in conjunction with 
strongly diluted alcohol, in small doses. The 
meat, finely minced is given, rolled up in sugar, 
or in a saccharine electuary, in t nful doses 
ad 3—10 ounces per day. An alcoholic solution, 
1 part (20.0) of alcohol, to three parts of some 
sweet vehicle is given, a teaspoonful every hour. 
Doses and time, however, modified by the pa- 
tient’s individuality. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
General Committees. 


The SfverteentH AnnvAt Session will be held in 
the city of Baltimore, on Tuesday, May 1, 1866. 

The following Committees are expected to report: 

On Prize Essays, Dr. Austin Flint, Sr., New York, 
Chairman. 

On Quarantine, Dr. Wilson Jewell, Pa., Chairman. 

On so-called Spotted Fever, Dr. Jas. J. Levick, Pa., 
Chairman. . 

On = of the Subclavian Artery, Dr. Willard 
Parker, N. Y., Chairman. 

On Tracheotomy in Membranous Croup, Dr. Alex. 
N. Dougherty, N.J., Chairman. 

On Rank of Medical Corps in the Army, Dr. C. 8. 
Tripler, U.S. A., Chairman. : 

On Rank of Medical Corps in the Navy, Dr. T. L. 
Smith, N. Y., Chairman. 

On Medical Literature, Dr. C. A. Lee, N. Y., Chair- 


an. 
On Medical Education, Dr. Samuel D. Gross, Pa., 
Chairman. 

On American Necrology, Dr. C. C. Cox, Md., Chair- 
man. 

On Patent Rights and Medical Men, Dr. Prince, 
ILL, Chairman. - 

On Alcohol and its Relations to Man, Dr. Gerard 
E. Morgan, Md., Chairman. 
On Insanity, Dr. Alfred Hitchcock, Mass., Chair- 


man. 

On Milk Sickness, Dr. Robert Thompson, Ohio, 
Chairman. 

On the Relation which the Doctrine of the Corre- 
lation and Conservation of Forces bears to the Physi- 
ological and Pathological Condition of the Human 
System, Dr. 8. L. Loomis, D. C., Chairman. 

On the of Medical Science, Dr. Jerome 
Candee Smith, N. Y., Chairman. 

On Diphtheria, Dr. H. D. Holton, Vt., Chairman. 


On the ag gg Value of Life in City and 
Country, Dr. Edw. Jarvis, Mass., Chairman. 7 
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On Drainage and Sewerage of Cities in their Influ- 
ence on Health, Dr, Wilson Jewell, Pa., Chairman. 

What Effect has Civilization on the Duration of 
Human Life? Dr. Augustus A. Gould, Mass., Chair- 
man. s 

On Disinfectants, Dr. E. M. Hunt, N. J., Chairman. 

On Compulsory Vaccination, Dr. A. Nelson Bell, 
N. -Y., Chairman. 

On Strangulated Hernia, Dr. W. F. Peck, Lowa, 
Chairman. , 

On the Causes and Pathology of Pyzmia, Dr. J. J. 
Woodward, U.S. A., Chairman. 

On the Use'of Plaster of Paris in Surgery, Dr. Jas. 
L. Little, N. Y., Chairman. 

On the Etiological and Pathological Relations of 
Epidemic Erysipelas, Spotted Fever, Diphtheria, 
and Scarlatina, Dr. N. 8. Davis, Ill., Chairman. 

On Meteorology, Medical Topography, and Epi- 
demics,—Dr. J. C. Weston, Me.; Dr. P. A Stackpole, 
N.H.; Dr. C. L. Allen, Vt.; Dr. A. C. Garratt, Mass. ; 
Dr. C. W. Parsons, R. I.; Dr. B. H. Catlin, Conn.; Dr. 
E. M. Chapman, N. Y.; Dr. E. M. Hunt, N. J.; Dr. 
D. Francis Condie, Pa.; Dr. T. Antisell, D. C.; Dr. 0. 
8. Mahon, Md.; Dr. T. M. Logan, Cal.; Dr. R. 6 
Hamill, Ill.; Dr. J. W. H. Baker, Iowa; Dr. Abm. 
Sager, Mich.; Dr. 8. W. Russell, Ohio. 

Wm. B. Arxrnson, 
Permanent Secretary, Philadelphia. 





Disinfectants. 

The profession are respectfully requested to respond 
at their earliest convenience to the following quer- 
ies, as this time, when the minds of the profession 
are especially turned toward prophylactic and pre- 
ventive agencies, is favorable for eliciting facts and 
experience as to disinfectants, so that we may have 
definite views in advance of any anticipated epi- 
demic : 

1. How many forms of miasm do you recognize as 
amenable to disinfectants? 

2. Name all the disinfectants known to you, and 
refer to any sources of information in respect to 
them. 

3. Which is the most valuable preparation of 
chlorine, for purposes of disinfection, and the best 
method of using it? 

4. In naming various disinfectants, state the best 
test of their efficacy, and their relative economy, and 
the most approved methods of use. 

5. Are you able to recognize distinct classifications 
of disinfectants, according as they purify by dilu- 
tion as common air, or by expulsion as lime, or by 
chemical neutralization as chlorine, and if so, thus 
them? 

6. What is the best method of fumigating infected 
ships, buildings, or clothing ? 


7. How far is it best to disturb noxious matter in j. 


hot weather? 

* 8. What modifications are desirable in our large 
cities as to cellars, sinks, sewers, out-houses, and 
urinals? 

9. How is personal cleanliness best promoted? 

10. How far can disinfectants be advantageously 
— to, or worn upon the person? 
. Give your accurate experience in the use of dis- 
infectants. 

If the members of our profession will respond to 
these inquiries, and add such other items as they 
may regard germain to the subject, the favor will be 
duly acknowledged, and we shall in due time be 
able to collect an amount of valuable information 
upon the whole subject. It cannot but have impres- 
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sed any one whose attention has been turned in this 
direction, that there is far more of er og appeal 
just now as to the duty of being ready for a scourge, 
than accurate information as to the precise action 
and method of use of disinfectants, and if definite 
and classified facts, and specific results can be com. 

iled, so that the profession and the public may 
Enew better what to do, and how to do it, a grand 
desideratum will be attained. Please direct, 
Dr. E. M. Hunt, Metuchen, N. J., 
Chairman Com. Am. Med. Association. 
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MARRIED. 





Bornton—Sawrers.—In Nashville, Tenn.,Jan. 17, by Rev. 
Thos. W. Humes, Dr. D. T. Boynton, of Ohio, and Mrs. Sue (. 
Sawyers, daughter of Gov. W. G. Brownlow. 

Hunt—Hve¢.—On the 3ist ult., by the Rey. 8S. Vansant, H. 
F. Hunt, M. D., and Miss Theresa Hugg, all of Camden, N. J. 

PaRKER—CagpER.—In La Grange, Ky., on the 26th ult., by 
the Rev. G. B. Moore, Dr. A. G. Parker, of Grenada, Miss., and 
Miss Alice M. Carder, of the former place. 


——>———_ 
DIED. 


* — 


BakcLay.—Entered into rest, December 7th, 1865, at sea, near 
Rio de Janeiro, John O’Connor Barclay, M. D., Surgeon, U.8 
Navy, aged 50 years. 

Bercer.—In New York, on Thursday, Feb. 1, Francis Elvi 
Berger, M. D., in the 77th year of his age. 

CLarBorNE.—At Roslin, fhe residence of his father, in Bruny 
wick county, Va.,on the 25th ult ,in the 28th year of his age, 
Dr. G. Weldon Claiborne, formerly of Richmond. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. . 


Dr. S. B., Oldtown, Me-—The Autobiography of Brodie ha 
not been republished in this country, and we cannot obtain s 
copy of the English edition in this city. ; 

Dr. W. C. M., Cairo, 1U.—It is recommended by some to pre 
serve vaccine virus by dissolving it in glycerine. Dr.D. Prince 
of Jacksonville, Ill., recommends enveloping the vaccine scab in 
paper, and putting it on some powdered exsiccated alum ins 
wide-mouthed bottle. The alum having a strong affinity for 
water, absorbs all moisture, and thus protects the virus. The 
virus re best in glass vessels. 

Dr. 8. ¥., Auburn, Me-—We can send you Hypodermic Injee 
tions, . 4 Antoine Ruppaner. Price $1.25. 

Dr. M. R. B., Livermore, Pa.—Wilson’s Anatomy, sent by 
mail, Jan 30th. «- 

Dr. t®. “y Aledo, Ill.—Colpeurynter, sent by mail, Jav- 


uary § 
Dr. B. D. K., Tolono, U.—Hammond on Wakefulness, sent 
by mail, January 30th. P 
Dr. I. E. ©. 





ey January 3ist. 
. J. W. B., Tremont, Pa.—One Glass Uterine Speculum, 
one Stomach Pump, sent by Howard’s Express, February % 
Dr. B. will please remember Hand Book, price $1.25. 

Dr. Paris, Me—Davis’ History of Am. Med. Associt- 
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tion, sent by mail, February 3d. 

METEOROLOGY. 
Jan. 1866, | 22, | 23, | 24,| 25, | 26, | 27, | 28 
Wind.......0000 ra Fn te 23. as. awn — 4 

ear. iy; 9, a : » ’dy.| Crdy- 
Weather....... Snow. a Rain, ~ 4 

5 inc. 

Depth Rain......! 8-10 
oo —_—_—_— 
Minimum........ 17° 
At8 A. M........ 
At 12 M.........04 
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19 
30 
29 
MeaD......seeeee0) 22.50 
30.3 
Pa. 
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